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How do we know if English classes are affecting the lives 
of our adult students and their families? Thanks to a grant, 
last summer we conducted in-depth interviews with 352 
current and former students.

Half of the students who were employed reported earning 
more money – the average increase was $3.00 per 

hour! While we know adults begin classes with very low 
confidence, the study revealed that confidence in speaking 
English outside of class jumped from 32% to 90%. The 
survey also concluded that the children of Intercambio 
students have a 91% high school graduation rate, 
compared to a 74-78% rate for Latinos in Boulder County.

Tatiana, a current Intercambio student says, “I need to set 
an example for my children so while learning English can 
be very hard, I can and will do it.”

Fall 2017

More Income,  
More Confidence!

Intercambio’s new Conversation Team Events bring 
together local community members and adult English 
students who need and want to practice English. Think of 
speed dating but instead of ending up with a date, you end 
up with a new friend from another country. “It’s a great 
way to learn about someone else’s life experience,” says 
Tom, a recent team participant.

Students benefit from the variety of accents while 
participants enjoy the diversity of our immigrant 
community.  Since March, over 70 community members 

have participated in 
our Conversation Teams including 
a GoogleServe team. “I was really surprised by the 
connections I made with Intercambio students,” says 
Jonathan Hagar from Google.

Join us August 23rd in Lafayette from 6:00-8:00 pm or 
for the next round in Boulder, Longmont or Lafayette in 
November. We begin with a potluck, so bring something 
fun to share while you go through a brief training.  
Sign up at events@intercambio.org.

Unique Opportunity  
to Meet Someone New
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Intercambio student and volunteer teacher at the Celebration of Excellence.



Did you know that Intercambio’s adult ESL 
sustainable model and publications are used by over 
500 organizations across the country? 

One of our newest national partners is the YMCA 
– an organization we have been talking with for 
several years. Last October, YMCA USA sent four local 
membership directors to get trained by Intercambio 
to introduce an adult ESL program on each of their 
campuses. 

Michaela Moody, the Membership Director at the 
YMCA in Portland Maine was first to launch her 
program. She trained 17 volunteers to be classroom 
teachers for 50 students from Angola, Burundi and 
Iraq to name a few. Michaela implemented all of 
Intercambio’s suggestions including setting up meet 
and greets so that the volunteers would get to know 
each other.
 

“We followed just what Intercambio suggested and 
it was amazing to see our program fall into place,” 
says Moody. “Our adult students are now learning 
English and making connections in the community. 
During the field trip lesson, we took students to the 
Portland Museum, Post Office and City Hall where 
the class met the Mayor. Our goal was to help 
Portland, Maine understand that the YMCA brings 
the community together and thanks to Intercambio, 
we are realizing our goal.”

Our Success in Boulder is a Model 
Across the Country

- Brian Carlson,  
General Manager at Green Landscaping

“I can see the change in our company culture. 
Our people are gaining confidence when we 

speak in English. We can even joke around 
in English without fear of saying something 

incorrectly.”Level 4 class and teacher Sherry at the facilities of  
Green Landscape Solutions.

Proud participants of the English Program in Portland.
Portland ME

Less Fear,  
More Jokes

As part of our business outreach, Intercambio provides 
English class registration vouchers to local businesses for 
their non-English speaking employees to learn English. 
Lafayette’s Green Landscaping has embraced the program 
and took it a step further by hosting four classes a week 
at their offices. 

 “Many on our team have worked with us for years. 
Supporting their ability to communicate helps all of us 

be more successful, both at work and at life,” says Brian 
Carlson, General Manager at Green Landscaping. 

Several other companies in Boulder County are working 
with Intercambio’s voucher program. They include Nite 
Ize, Fresca Foods, Rudi’s, Breadworks and Big Red F. 

Are you involved with employing immigrants?  
Let’s work together. Contact Rachel@intercambio.org



Finding Purpose 
in Teaching English

Volunteer Spotlight

16th Annual 
World Party

Boulder County’s most diverse FUNdraiser  

LIVE MUSIC     FOOD TRUCKS     WORLD MARKET     FAMILY FUN!

TICKETS $25 advance      $35 day of event      $5 children 12 & under Purchase at 4735 Walnut St, Ste B. Boulder or  1715 Iron Horse  Dr, Ste 130, Longmont 
 or online at Intercambio.org

S A T U R D AY 
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BOULDER COUNTY  
F A I R G R O U N D S 
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E n t e r  o n  B o s t o n  A v e .
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G 7:30 HOT LUNCH BAND    8:30 GRUPAZO ALAKRAN     9:30 ZUMBA PARTY     
9:40 BOLLYWOOD BY DESI CALIENTE     10:15 SON MORENO      11:45 BATERIA ALEGRIA     

 https://goo.gl/nmCe3g
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Jeannine Fox’s goal is to help her students express 
themselves. 

As a volunteer teacher for Intercambio, she teaches English 
and builds her students’ confidence. “It strengthens our 
community when everyone can participate,” she tells us.

After living in Ecuador for several years, Jeannine 
returned to Boulder in 2010 where she started teaching 
for Intercambio. She began as a classroom teacher but 
prefers the one-on-one environment, recently adding 
a second student to her schedule. Jeannine explains, 
“The advantage with one-on-one is that if they are not 

confident with a specific part of the lesson, we can spend 
more time on it until they are ready to move on.”
In recent years, Jeannine has been physically limited by 
progressive MS, which keeps her from being employed. 
But she is committed to her Intercambio students and is 
discussing adding a third home class. “Time is the most 
precious and valuable resource we have,” say Jeannine, 
“Teaching gives me energy and purpose.”

While Jeannine’s adventure in Ecuador may have helped 
her become a fluent Spanish speaker – Intercambio 
requires you only speak English to teach adults English. 
Want to learn more? Contact Raquel@intercambio.org

Help us raise $40K for adult English classes and have a super fun time doing it!  

Buy your tickets now for…



Make a donation
Intercambio.org/donate

Attend a New Volunteer Info Session 
In 1-hour learn about becoming a volunteer 
teacher. No need to speak any other 
language but English.
Intercambio.org/calendar

Spread our Mission
Host a gathering or have us lead a Cultural 
Awareness Training.
Volunteer@intercambio.org

Attend a Conversation Team Event
Events@intercambio.org

Intercambio.org
303-996-0275

  Facebook.com/IntercambioUC
  Youtube.com/Intercambioweb
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Intercambio is committed to connecting 
people across cultures. Your support is vital 
to moving our mission forward.

For more information about volunteering or donating, visit 

Intercambio.org


