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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE

# Title Grammar Conversation By End of Lesson, You Can:

1 I’m Going to Do My 
Best!

• Review wh-questions in the 
present, past and future + 
going to tenses

Discuss things you did and 
are going to do in this and 
past classes

•  Talk about things you like to do and make using 
the past, present and future tenses

2 She’s More Outgo-
ing than Me

• Comparatives and superlative 
review with object pronouns

Compare family members 
and friends with others

•  Compare different people you know with yourself 
and others  

3 What Happened?
• Past continuous with when Share stories about safety in 

your home or at work
•  Talk about safety items in your home
•  Talk about emergency situations

4 I Like Watching 
Soap Operas

•  “Like” with gerunds
•  Comparing “too” and “very” 
with adjectives

Share about the kinds of 
things you like to watch, 
do and listen to in your free 
time.

•  Share about movies, music and things you like to 
do 
•  Compare types of movies and talk about dislikes 
and likes

5 What Will We Do?

•  Future with “will” and “If” 
clauses
•  Imperative sentences

Talk about what You’re do-
ing right now and if you can 
or can’t do something else

•  Share ideas about how to stay safe if a weather 
event happens

6 How Can I Help 
You?

•  Comparing prepositions “for” 
and to 

Talk about what you will do 
if there is a natural disaster

•  Ask for help when looking for something

7 I Used to Play 
Outside

•  Simple past with use to Talk about things you used 
to and didn’t use to do

•  Share about things in your past you used to do 
and now don’t do
•  Share about things you didn’t use to do and now 
do

8 Review and Progress Check

9 Field Trip

10 Whose Hammer is 
This?

•  Comparing this/that and 
these/those
•  Possessive pronouns

Role-play discussion about 
objects and possessions

•  Talk about things you and others own
•  Ask questions about items

11 You Should Go to 
the Bank

•  Giving advice using should or 
shouldn’t

Giving advice about com-
mon things in life

•  Talk about ways you spend and save money
•  Share advice about how to do things

12 It’s Relaxing

•  Comparing adjectives with 
-ed and -ing endings

Talk about how you and 
others are doing

•  Tell someone how you are doing
•  Ask others about how they are and what makes 
them feel stressed

13 Reduce, Reuse and 
Recycle

•  Countable and uncountable 
nouns
•  Using quantifiers; a lot, a 
little, some, a few

Talk about how much you 
recycle

•  Discuss how much you recycle, throw things out 
and reuse things

14 Who’ll Bring Des-
sert?

•  Future tense with “will” for 
promises and offers

Make offers to help with 
planning and events

•  Talk about things you have planned and will plan 
in the future
•  Make offers for situations and parties

15 I’m Looking For-
ward to It!

•  “Looking forward to” with 
gerunds
•  Review present continuous

Share about the things 
you are looking forward to 
doing in the future

•  Ask and answer questions about the things you 
are looking forward to doing in the future

16 Review and Progress Check
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Welcome to Confidence and Connections!

The unique emphasis of this series is on using conversation to facilitate meaningful connections. It is as 
important for you, the teacher, to share your own stories as it is to elicit stories from your students. When you 
ask students questions, be sure to have them ask you questions, too. 

In a group setting, use pair work to encourage students to learn about one another. In one-on-one, learn about 
your student’s family and share about your own.

About your Teacher Book:

Your Teacher Book is designed to be simple to use and make your classes as engaging and effective as possible.

You’ll find a Lead Page at the beginning of each lesson. This page contains:

• The learning objectives for the students (Students will be able to…)
• Suggested materials to bring to class
• Useful notes
• Listening transcript

In each lesson, you’ll see helpful callouts with activity notes as well as the answers for each activity. (NOTE: The 
answer key does not provide capitalization.) In the first two lessons, we included notes for most activities. After 
that, you’ll only find notes for activities that benefit from specific instructions.

In the back of the book, you’ll find an in depth overview of teaching strategies for each section of the lessons, 
including additional engagement and expansion ideas that we encourage you to use. We’ve referenced 
sections from the back of the book within the callouts with bold text.

The back inside cover of your Teacher Book has the Color Vowel™ Chart. If you do not already know how to use 
this tool, please go to intercambio.org/webinars and sign up to attend a pronunciation workshop. This fun, 
interactive training will help you use this tool, as well as Pronunciation Fun with Pictures (Pro Fun) and learn easy 
techniques for teaching the many sounds and stress in English.

In addition, we encourage all teachers and students to use Pronunciation Fun with Pictures and The Immigrant 
Guide as supplements to their teaching.

Happy teaching!
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L1 I’M GOING TO DO MY BEST

Listening Track 01
Malia: Hi Bernard, I’m in your class again this term.    
Bernard:  Hi Malia! Are you ready to start the next English book?
Malia:  Yes, I am. I am going to do my best.
Bernard:  Good! You know, you are making a lot of progress. 
Malia: Thanks. I think I am making some progress, but I still make a lot of mistakes.  
Bernard: It is good to make mistakes—that’s how you learn! Just be sure to do your homework this time. 
Malia:  Good idea. Last class I didn’t do a lot of homework, I am going to make sure to practice and do more.
Bernard:  That’s a good plan! But can you do me a favor? 
Malia:  Sure—what’s that? 
Bernard: Make sure you speak only English in class, okay?
Malia:  Okay, I will!

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:
• Talk about things they do or make
• Talk about what others did or made
• Talk about what they are going to do

What to expect?
This is the first day, so don’t be discouraged if students can’t answer questions or don’t say much. Praise whatever 
they are able to provide. Use the board, and have them use the board with you. Be careful in a group setting not to 
gauge your teaching level on one talkative student—especially for the first two lessons.

What to bring to class:
• Table tents or name tags for student names 
• Pronunciation Fun to use to supplement the pronunciation section
• The Immigrant Guide to supplement the Culture Tip conversation
• Prepared colored index cards for Activity D 
• To-Do list of your own
• Hand mirror (to show mouth shapes in Pronunciation Activity)

Teacher notes:
We’ve provided simple definitions for vocabulary words and phrases that may be challenging to define:
• make progress - to get closer to a goal; to move forward

Warm-up:
Greet students. Have them write their first name on a name tag or table tent (don’t forget to make one for yourself). 
Do your best to pronounce students’ names the way they say them. It’s okay to ask them to clarify a few times. 
It is as important for you to know your students’ names as it is for students to know their classmates’ names. 
Try Conversation Rotation to learn names. Table tents are useful even in 1-1 environments as it can be hard to 
remember new names. In 1-1, learn the names of students, their children, even pets.

Listening Track 02
(phone ringing)
Jean:  Hello?
Rafael:  Hi Jean. It’s Rafael. Are you at home?
Jean:  Yes, I am. 
Rafael: Okay, great. I’m at the grocery store. I left my list at home and I need to make cupcakes for the open house 
tomorrow. Can you read it to me so I can remember what’s on it?
Jean:  Oh okay, sure! Hold on (rummaging). Okay—it says we need milk, bread, eggs, and soap. 
Rafael: Okay, thanks!  
Jean: Your list also says you need to make a doctor’s appointment. Don’t forget!
Rafael: Oh, thanks for reminding me! I’ll do that now. 
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1

Repeat after your teacher. 

VOCABULARY WORDS & PHRASES

I’M GOING TO DO MY BEST!

Listen and repeat after your teacher. Practice the GRAY DAY sound.  
Write the words with the GRAY DAY  sound in the box.

A

PRONUNCIATION

do the dishes do a good job  do your best  do (someone) a favor 

make money make a phone call make progress 

make a mistake make a list make sure to

make  mail  beach

favor  family   hair

mistake  party  healthy

laundry   happy  parade 

breakfast  paper  account

1. __________________________

2. __________________________

3. __________________________

4. __________________________

5. __________________________

6. __________________________

7. __________________________

make

GRAY DAY sounds

A A

Listening warm-up. Track 01: Is Malia a student or a teacher?PrePre

Pre
Explore the picture. What 
do you see? Read the Pre 
question, play track, elicit 
answer.

A.
Have students repeat 
each phrase multiple 
times. Repeat as whole 
group, then individually. 
Explain the phrases. Use 
hand gestures or body 
language where possible to 
demonstrate activities. See 
VOCABULARY. (All bold font 
within the callouts indicates 
a reference to the teacher 
training notes in the back of 
the book beginning on page 
117.)

Answer Key: 

Pronunciation:  mail, favor, mistake, parade, paper

Pronunciation
Read instructions. Let students look in the mirror at the 
shape of their mouths. Say words and have students repeat 
multiple times. Ask students to underline words with the 
GRAY sound as they pronounce the words. Use Pro Fun for 
more practice on GRAY DAY words. See PRONUNCIATION.
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D

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

LISTENING

LANGUAGE TOOLS

Listen again to Track 01. Circle the things that Malia is going to do or make.

Write the words from the box in the correct column.

Listen to your teacher and repeat.  

homework  your best

sure to  a list 

progress a favor

mistakes money 

a good job  dishes

her a favor dinner

Homework

do make

do my best    do laundry do the dishes                    do my brother a favor

do my homework                   make a list               make sure to practice

make mistakes             make money

WH-QUESTIONS ANSWERS

Present  When do you
do

laundry?

I do

laundry

on Sundays.

Past When did you I did last night.

Future Where are you going to do I’m going to do at the 
laundromat.

Present  When do you
make

dinner?

I make

dinner

at 6:00 p.m.

Past When did you I made last night.

Future Where are you going to 
make I’m going to 

make at home later. 

BB

C C

D

E E

F F

GG

Answer Key:

B.  do: a good job, her a favor, your best, a favor, dishes;  make: sure to, progress, mistakes, a list, money, dinner

C.  do my homework, make sure to practice

B. 
Read instructions. Students 
can refer back to vocabulary 
section for help. See 
ENGAGEMENT & EASY 
EXPANSIONS.

C.
Go over the activity so 
students know what they are 
going to listen for (circle what 
they hear). Play track once 
without stopping. Pause to 
check answers in pairs. Play 
track again as many times as 
necessary. Stop if necessary. 
See LISTENING.

D.
FOCUS: Wh- questions in the simple present, past, and future with “do/did” and “am/are.” 
Write chart on board. Read and have students repeat the questions and answers several times. Point out in answer 
section how to decide present, past, future (e.g., For future tense, use “going to”). Do several real examples with 
the students - e.g., When do you go shopping? What did you do last night? Use colored index cards to practice. See 
GRAMMAR. (All bold font within the callouts indicates a reference to the teacher training notes in the back of the book 
beginning on page 117.)
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GRAMMAR PRACTICE
Match the questions and the answers. 

Complete the conversation with do or make. 

Circle the correct words. 

Write the questions.

1

Victor:  Hey, Peppa.  Did you (1)________ a list of what we need from the grocery store?

Peppa:  Yes, I did!  I’m going to the store right after I (2)________ my homework.

Victor:  Great.  I’m going to (3) ________ the dishes and laundry while you go to the store. 

Peppa:  Thank you!  Can you (4)________ me a favor?

Victor:  Sure.  

Peppa:   Can you look at the list I made for the grocery store? I want to (5)________ sure I didn’t 

  make a mistake.

Victor:    Okay.  You did (6)________ one mistake. We don’t need any milk – we have another 

  carton in the back of the fridge.

e1.   ____  When are you going to do your homework?  a.  Yes, she made a list.  

2.   ____  Did he make a mistake? b.  No, he didn’t make a mistake. 

3.  ____  When did you make the phone call to the doctor? c.   I made it yesterday.

4.  ____  When do they do laundry? d.  Yes, he’s going to make more money.

5.  ____  Did she make a list? e.   I’m going to do it tomorrow.

6.  ____  Are we making progress?  f.  They do it on weekends.

7.  ____  Is he going to make more money at his new job? g.  Yes, we’re making progress. 

1. Can you do / did me a favor? 

2. Did he do / did the dishes last night?

3. She is making / makes progress. 

4. Vera and Mateo made / making a lot of 
 money last year. 

1.  __________________________________ Yes, I made a list.
2.   __________________________________ No, he didn’t do the dishes.
3.   __________________________________ Rebecca and her brother do laundry on Sundays.
4.   __________________________________ Yes, she is making more money.
5.   __________________________________ Yes, I’m going to do my homework.
6.   __________________________________ No, I don’t make mistakes – just kidding!
7.   __________________________________ Sure, I can do you a favor! 

5. Are you do / doing him a favor?

6. We always make / making sure to do 
     our homework.

7. They usually do / doing the laundry.

make

Did you make a list?

E E

F F

GG
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GRAMMAR PRACTICE
Match the questions and the answers. 

Complete the conversation with do or make. 

Circle the correct words. 

Write the questions.
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Victor:  Hey, Peppa.  Did you (1)________ a list of what we need from the grocery store?

Peppa:  Yes, I did!  I’m going to the store right after I (2)________ my homework.

Victor:  Great.  I’m going to (3) ________ the dishes and laundry while you go to the store. 

Peppa:  Thank you!  Can you (4)________ me a favor?

Victor:  Sure.  

Peppa:   Can you look at the list I made for the grocery store? I want to (5)________ sure I didn’t 

  make a mistake.

Victor:    Okay.  You did (6)________ one mistake. We don’t need any milk – we have another 

  carton in the back of the fridge.

e1.   ____  When are you going to do your homework?  a.  Yes, she made a list.  

2.   ____  Did he make a mistake? b.  No, he didn’t make a mistake. 

3.  ____  When did you make the phone call to the doctor? c.   I made it yesterday.
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7.  ____  Is he going to make more money at his new job? g.  Yes, we’re making progress. 

1. Can you do / did me a favor? 

2. Did he do / did the dishes last night?

3. She is making / makes progress. 

4. Vera and Mateo made / making a lot of 
 money last year. 
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2.   __________________________________ No, he didn’t do the dishes.
3.   __________________________________ Rebecca and her brother do laundry on Sundays.
4.   __________________________________ Yes, she is making more money.
5.   __________________________________ Yes, I’m going to do my homework.
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5. Are you do / doing him a favor?

6. We always make / making sure to do 
     our homework.

7. They usually do / doing the laundry.

make

Did you make a list?

E E

F F

GG

E.
Read the instructions. 
Instruct students to write 
the letter of the answer on 
the line. Do first example 
together.

F.
Read instructions and give 
students time to fill in the 
blanks. Go over answers, 
and then have students 
practice the dialog with a 
partner.

G.
This activity has two parts. 
Read the instruction. Then 
give students time to circle 
the correct answer. Have 
students work on the second 
part, writing questions. Read 
answers together as a group 
or with students taking 
turns.

Answer Key:

E.  2. b  3. c  4. f  5. a  6. g  7. d

F.  2. do  3. do  4. do  5. make  6. make 

G.  2. do  3. making  4. made  5. doing  6. make  7. do

2. Did he do the dishes?  3. When do they do laundry?  4. Is she making more money?  5. Are you going to do your 

homework?  6. Do you make mistakes?  7. Can you do me a favor?
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J

K

REAL LIFE / YOUR LIFE

CULTURE TIP

In the US, many people think that people learn 
from making mistakes. Do you agree? Can you 
give an example of a time you made a mistake 
and learned something?

Yes, he did

1. Did he do his homework?  

_________________________________________

2. Did he make dinner? 

_________________________________________

3. What is he going to make? 

_________________________________________

4. Did he do laundry? 

_________________________________________

5. Did he make his appointment?  

_________________________________________

1. Jean is at the grocery store.   TRUE FALSE

2. Rafael left his to-do list at home.   TRUE FALSE

3. He didn’t make a list of things to buy at the grocery store.  TRUE FALSE

4. He needs to make a doctor’s appointment.  TRUE FALSE

5. He is going to call his best friend.   TRUE FALSE

Look at Rafael’s list of things to do.  
Answer the questions. 

HH

I I

J

K

Listen to Track 02.  Circle True or False. 

H.
EXPANSION: Show your own to-
do list. Have students ask you 
questions about it. Then have 
each student make a short to-
do list of their own, and share 
with a partner.

Culture Tip 
Expand the conversation by 
asking what the #1 barrier 
to learning English is. Fear of 
making mistakes is #1! Let them 
know making mistakes is okay. 
Ask how they can create a safe 
place and how they can support 
each other. Prepare some exam-
ples of how making a mistake 
helped you to learn something. 
Share with students and then 
give them time to think of their 
own examples. Ask them to 
share examples, either with a 
partner or with the group.

I.
Read the instructions. Have 
students read the statements.
Play the listening track. 
Ask students to circle answers. 
Play the track as many times as 
necessary.

Answer Key:

H.  2. No, he didn’t.  3. He’s going to make cupcakes.  4. Yes, he did.  5. No, he didn’t.

I.  2. True  3. False  4. True  5. False
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J

K

Read the chart.

Read the chart. Write three things you are going to do or not going to 
do this term to learn English. 

1

CONNECT WITH CONVERSATION

Get to know a partner. Talk about:
• what they’re going to do this term to improve their English 
• what they do to practice English that’s most helpful

1. You want to wash a bright purple t-shirt. What is one important do or don’t?

    ___________________________________________________________________________________

2. You want to wash three white blankets. What is one important do or don’t?

     ___________________________________________________________________________________

3. You want to wash six pairs of blue jeans, six pairs of white socks, and eight t-shirts of different colors. 

     ___________________________________________________________________________________

1. ___________________________________________________

2.  ___________________________________________________

3.  ___________________________________________________

DOs

DOs

DON’Ts

DON’Ts

• Use hot water for whites

• Check pockets

• Dry sweaters flat

• Remove items from dryer promptly

• Clean washer with cleaner or vinegar regularly

• Empty lint tray in dryer before each use

• Practice every day                                         

• Listen to the radio in English                            

• Write down new words                                    

• Talk to one person in English every week        

• Ask questions if I don’t understand 

• Watch a TV show in English

• Mix colors and whites

• Mix heavy and lightweight clothing

• Overload washer

• Wash bright colors in hot water

• Dry delicate items on high heat in dryer

• Be shy                                                                          

• Try to be perfect                                             

• Worry about my accent                                                 

• Ask other people to speak English for me       

• Use the Internet to translate everything           

• Be scared to make mistakes

DOs AND DON’Ts OF DOING LAUNDRY

DOs AND DON’Ts OF LEARNING ENGLISH

✔

✔

✘

✘

WORD BANK

What else?

J

K

J.
Read the instructions. 
Go over the chart with 
students. Review answers. 
EXPANSION: Ask Do you 
agree with these tips? What 
other tips do you have?

K.
Read the instructions. Go 
over the chart. EXPANSION: 
Ask Do you agree with these 
tips? What other tips do you 
have?

Conversation
Ask students to find a 
partner and share 2-3 things 
they are going to do this 
term to learn English. They 
can use the sentences they 
wrote in Activity K. Have 
them ask their partner 
if they will do anything 
different from last term.

Answer Key:

J.  1. Don’t wash in hot water.  2. Don’t overload washer.  3. Don’t mix colors and whites.

K.  Answers will vary.
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1. need to / homework. / my  / do / I  ____________________________________________. 

2. She / progress. / making / is / a lot of  ____________________________________________.  

3. okay / make / It’s / to / mistakes. ____________________________________________. 

4. yesterday? / make / you / a phone call / Did ____________________________________________. 

5. They’re/ the dishes / tonight. / doing ____________________________________________. 

Lesson 1  •  I’m Going To Do My BestHOMEWORK  

JOURNAL PROMPT
What are some things you are going to do or make next week?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

I am going to doing (1) ______ my best this year to learn English.  Last year I didn’t did  

(2) ________ my homework.  This year I can make (3)  ________ my homework. Sometimes, I need to do 

the dishes or did (4)_______ the laundry, but I can still making (5)  ________ a lot of progress. Yesterday,  

I make (6) ________ a list of all the things I need to do. It is a lot, but I can do it!  

do

I did the laundry.

Martha made some mistakes in her journal. Look at the crossed out words.  
Write the correct word on the line.

Put the words in the correct order.

Write answers to the questions.  Use the words in parentheses.

1. What did you do last night? __________________________________________________________

2. What is she going to do? __________________________________________________________

3. What are they doing? __________________________________________________________

4. What is Ben doing? __________________________________________________________

(laundry)

(a favor for her brother)

(make dinner)

(make a phone call)

L L

MM

NN

A A

PrePre

Walk through each 
homework activity. These 
are very similar to activities 
they did in class. Confirm 
that they understand each 
activity. Do examples. See 
HOMEWORK. (All bold font 
within the callouts indicates 
a reference to the teacher 
training notes in the back of 
the book beginning on page 
117.)

Journal
If students need more space, 
encourage them to write on 
a separate piece of paper.

Answer Key:

L.  2. do  3. do  4 do  5. make  6. made

M.  1. I need to do my homework.  2. She is making a lot of progress.  3. It’s okay to make mistakes.  4. Did you make a 

phone call yesterday?  5. They’re doing the dishes tonight.

N.  2. She’s going to do a favor for her brother.  3. They’re making dinner.  4. Ben/He’s making a phone call.
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L2 SHE’S MORE OUTGOING THAN ME

Listening Track 03

Greta: Hi Oliver. Is this your family in the photo?
Oliver: Hey Greta. Yes, it is! 
Greta:  Neat—what are they like?
Oliver:  Well, I have 2 brothers and one sister. My younger brother is really serious and hardworking. My older 
brother is funny and very smart. He is shorter than I am, but he is more athletic. He is the most confident person in 
our family.
Greta: What is your sister like?
Oliver:  She is really nice and outgoing. She is definitely the funniest person in our family.   
Greta: Oh, wow. I’d love to meet her. Is she as nice as you are?
Oliver:  Well, I don’t know about that….

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:
• Describe both personality and physical appearance
• Compare differences between people

What to expect? 
The grammar structure for comparison can be confusing. When comparing “as” can refer to an equality or an 
inequality (e.g., Jose is as brave as Bill. Joe isn’t as brave as Bill.) It can also be confusing to know when to use the 
comparative/superlative (e.g., braver/bravest) versus “more ___ than” or “the most.” When words end with a “y,” the 
“y” is changed to “i” for the comparative/superlative forms (e.g., happy/happier/happiest). Students will need a lot of 
practice and repetition to learn this structure.

What to bring to class:
• Table tents or name tags for student names 
• Pronunciation Fun to use to supplement the pronunciation section
• The Immigrant Guide to supplement the Culture Tip conversationPrepared colored index cards for Activity D
• Prepared personality chart from Activity K

Teacher notes:
We’ve provided simple definitions for vocabulary words and phrases that may be challenging to define:
• selfish - to think only about yourself
• confident - to feel sure about your abilities
• brave - not afraid of danger
• outgoing - very friendly; likes to talk to people
• stubborn - will not change an attitude or position on something

Warm-up:
Greet students. Practice the material from last class by asking a few questions using the grammar and vocabulary. 
Review homework from last lesson. Give students an opportunity to discuss and share their journal entries in pairs or 
for the class.
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2

Repeat after your teacher.

VOCABULARY WORDS & PHRASES

SHE’S MORE OUTGOING THAN ME
Listening warm-up. Track 03: How many brothers and sisters 
does Oliver have?

PRONUNCIATION

A

Listen and repeat after your teacher. Underline the stressed syllable.
 Write the words in the correct box:    

selfish nice  brave stubborn smart  

shy  confident lazy funny serious 

hardworking patient outgoing 

selfish outgoing serious hardworking athletic patient

1. __________________________

2. __________________________

3. __________________________

SECOND SYLLABLE STRESSED

1. __________________________

2. __________________________

3. __________________________

selfish

FIRST SYLLABLE STRESSED

A A

PrePre
NOTE: It’s also correct to say 
“more outgoing than I,” but 
“than me” is more common and 
also technically correct. 

A.
Have students repeat each word 
after you multiple times. Explain 
the meaning of the personality 
traits. Use facial expressions and 
body language where possible. 
EXPANSION: Bring in magazine 
photos of people demonstrating 
the personality traits.

Answer Key:

First syllable stressed: selfish, serious, patient; Second syllable stressed: hardworking, athletic

NOTE: outgoing is correctly pronounced with stress on either the first (outgoing) or second syllable (outgoing), though in 

the context of personalities, outgoing is generally pronounced with the stress on the second syllable.

Pronunciation
Read instructions. Discuss the 
number of syllables in each 
word. Explain that stressed 
syllables have more emphasis. 
Say words aloud, clapping on 
each stressed syllable.

Pre
Explore the picture. What do 
you see? Read the Pre question, 
play track, elicit answer.
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VOCABULARY PRACTICE

LISTENING

LANGUAGE TOOLS

Circle the correct word. 

Listen again to Track 03. Circle the words that describe Oliver’s family members. 

Listen to your teacher and repeat.

1. She always thinks she can do things.  She is very confident / funny.

2. They are very friendly and stubborn / outgoing.  They aren’t shy. 

3. My cat sleeps all day and doesn’t like to go outside.  She is quite funny / lazy.

4. They have three jobs. They are very hardworking / serious. 

5. He always makes us laugh. He is so brave / funny. 

6. Sometimes I think about my needs more than I think about the needs of others.  
 I can be serious / selfish.

7. My sister always helps other people.  She is so confident / nice. 

8. He never gets angry when he has to wait in line at the grocery store.  He is so lazy / patient.

1. Oliver’s younger brother: shy hardworking serious  lazy 

2. Oliver’s older brother:  tall stubborn confident  funny

3. Oliver’s sister:  serious outgoing funny  smart

QUESTIONS ANSWERS

What

is your sister

like?

She’s

braver than
more easygoing 

than
me.

the funniest person in my family.

are
your 

neighbors
The Smiths are as quiet as the Garcias.

The Smiths aren’t as fun as them.

BB

C C

DD

E E

F F

GG

B.
Read instructions. 
Students can refer back to 
vocabulary section for help.

Answer Key:

B.  2. outgoing  3. lazy  4. hardworking  5. funny  6. selfish  7. nice  8. patient

C.  2. funny  3. outgoing, funny.

D.
FOCUS: Comparative, superlative, and equative forms of adjectives and is / isn’t; are /aren’t. The grammar structure uses 
four types of comparison structures with the adjectives: 1. comparative for comparing two things  (uses the ending ”er” + 
than ); 2. superlative for comparing three or more things (uses the ending “est”); 3. more + adjective + than  (two things 
compared) or the most + adjective (three or more things compared); 4. as + adjective + as (equal or the same as).
NOTE: It is correct to say either “more outgoing than me” or “more outgoing than I (am)”, however we have chosen to 
teach the former structure because that is how it is more commonly used in conversation. EXPANSION: Use colored 
index cards to practice. (All bold font within the callouts indicates a reference to the training notes starting on page 117.)

C.
Go over the activity so 
students know what they 
are going to listen for 
(circle what they hear). 
Play track once without 
stopping. Pause to check 
answers in pairs. Play 
track again as many times 
as necessary. Stop if 
necessary.
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Circle the correct word. 

Match the questions and the answers.

Write the questions.

1.  My sister is more / the most outgoing than me. 

2.  Her brother is as fun / most  fun as her sister. 

3.  We are the shorter / shortest people in the class. 

4.  Ben is more / the most hardworking than his friends. 

5.  They are more / the most patient people I know. 

6.  She is smarter / the smartest than me. 

7.  You are more / the most confident than them. 

8.  He is funnier / the funniest teacher at the school.

9.  He is as quieter / quiet as his brother. 

10.  Nina is as patient / more patient as her sister.

GRAMMAR PRACTICE
2

f1. ____ What does he look like? a.  He is more outgoing than me. 

2. ___ What is your brother like? b. Yes, she is the most patient person in their family.

3. ___ What is Maryam like? c.  Yes, they are as funny as he is. 

4. ___ Is their mother patient? d.  No, he isn’t. 

5. ___ Are his friends funny? e.  She is quieter than you. 

6. ___ Is their teacher fun?  f.  He is shorter than I am.

1. What’s she like? _________________________________________.  (quiet/than her sister)

2. What’s he like? _________________________________________.  (confident/person I know)

3. What are they like? _________________________________________.  (funny/ as their friends)

4. What are you like? _________________________________________.  (shy/person in my family)

5. What’s he like? _________________________________________.  (outgoing/ as his brother)

She’s quieter than her sister.

E E

F F

GG

E.
Read the instructions and 
the sentences. Instruct 
students to circle the answer, 
including the word “the” when 
appropriate.
You can discuss how the 
number of people being 
compared in each sentence 
determines the answer: than 
is the clue. In the superlatives, 
there is no than.

F.
Read instructions and give 
students time to match the 
questions to the answers. 
Have them check in pairs 
first. Then go over answers 
together. EXPANSION: Practice 
asking and answering in pairs.

G.
Explain instructions and give 
students time to write the 
answers. Point out how many 
people are being compared 
and key words such as than 
and as. Have students check 
in pairs first. Then go over 
answers together. NOTE: In 
all English dictionaries, the 
comparative and superlative 
forms of shy can be: shyer or 
shier; shyest or shiest. You can 
also use more or most shy. 
Students only need to practice 
one way.

Answer Key:

E.  2. fun  3. shortest  4. more  5. the most  6. smarter  7. more  8. the funniest  9. quiet  10. as patient

F.  2. a  3. e  4. b  5. c  6. d

G.  2. He’s the most confident person I know.  3. They’re as funny as their friends.  4. I’m the shiest/shyest person in my 

family.  5. He’s as outgoing as his brother.
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REAL LIFE / YOUR LIFE

CULTURE TIP

In the US, it’s also common for people to 
tell funny jokes. However, jokes about race, 
gender, sexual orientation, disabilities or 
religion can make people upset.
Is it common for people to tell jokes in your 
native country?

Read the personality tests about Raul and Hannah. Answer the questions.

Points
1  stubborn 2   nice 3  outgoing 1  funny
2  confident 2  serious 2  patient 2  hardworking

1  shy 1  smart 2  brave 2  friendly
4  TOTAL 5 TOTAL 7 TOTAL 5 TOTAL

RAUL Eagle Owl Lion Elephant

Points
1  stubborn 2   nice 1  outgoing 2  funny
2  confident 1  serious 2  patient 2  hardworking
3  shy 2  smart 1  brave 1  friendly
6 TOTAL 5 TOTAL 4 TOTAL 5 TOTAL

HANNAH Eagle Owl Lion Elephant

What animal(s) is Raul like? ___________________________________________________________

What animal(s) is Hannah like? ___________________________________________________________

Who is more confident? ___________________________________________________________

Who is more hardworking? ___________________________________________________________

Who is more outgoing?  ___________________________________________________________

Who is funnier?   ___________________________________________________________

I I

J J

H H
1= somewhat  2 = usually  3= always

H.
Read instructions.
NOTE: The first three rows of 
adjectives show the results 
of the personality test for 
Raul and Hannah. The degree 
to which a person has a 
certain quality is indicated 
by the number next to 
the quality (for example, 
Raul and Hannah are both 
somewhat stubborn – they 
both answered that question 
with a 1). Point out that 
the “Total” number in each 
column determines the most 
dominant personality trait 
(the highest number is the 
most dominant trait).  

Culture Tip
Expand the conversation by 
discussing the consequences 
of telling offensive jokes 
(often called “dirty jokes”). 
Ask your students if they 
know any “clean jokes” to 
share, or you share one 
if you know one! Use The 
Immigrant Guide (US Culture 
section) to spark more 
discussion.

Answer Key:

H.  1. Lion  2. Eagle  3. Raul is as confident as Hannah.  4. Raul is as hardworking as Hannah.  5. Raul  6. Hannah
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Fill out your own personality test.

Fill in the chart about you and someone you know (a family member, friend, 
colleague or classmate).  Write words that describe what you are like. 

2

CONNECT WITH CONVERSATION

1= I’m not like this     2= I’m sometimes like this       3= I’m mostly like this
____ stubborn ____ nice ____ outgoing ____ funny
____ confident ____ serious ____ patient ____ hardworking
____ shy ____ smart ____ brave ____ friendly       
____ TOTAL

Eagle Owl Lion Elephant

What animal(s) are you most like? ____________________________________________________

Do you agree with the test results? ____________________________________________________

Compare your test with a partner’s test.

ME SOMEONE I KNOW

I am:

1. ______________________________________

2. ______________________________________

3. ______________________________________

I am not: 

4. ______________________________________

5. ______________________________________

Name: __________________________________

1. ______________________________________

2. ______________________________________

3. ______________________________________

He / She is not: 

4. ______________________________________

5. ______________________________________

Get to know a partner. Talk about:
• what you are like
• what someone you know is like
• if you and the person you wrote about in activity J are similar or different
• what your partner is like

I I

J J

I.
Read the instructions.
Have students work in pairs 
to discuss their results.

Conversation
Read instructions, including 
the suggested topics. 
EXPANSION: Have students 
share three traits of their 
partners with the class 
to practice speaking and 
listening skills. Be sure your 
students ask you questions 
too.

J.
Read the instructions. Show 
students your previously 
prepared chart.

Answer Key:

I.  Answers will vary.

J.  Answers will vary.
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Lesson 2  •  She’s More Outgoing Than MeHOMEWORK  

Look at the questions. Write the answer.

Read about Carly and Omar. Answer the questions.

Put the sentences in the correct order.

JOURNAL PROMPT

Who in your family is the most outgoing? Stubborn?  Funny?  Hardworking? Why?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

1. as lazy as / Tino / me. / is 
______________________________________________________________________________________
2.  more hardworking / him / is /  Her classmate / than. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
3.  the Wangs. / aren’t / as funny as / They
______________________________________________________________________________________
4. My neighbors / the nicest people /  in the / are / neighborhood.
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
5. most outgoing / is the / in their family. / His grandson / person
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. as patient as / I’m / my wife.
______________________________________________________________________________________

1. What’s Gino like?  ______________________________________ (patient/ than me)

2. What’s Tomasa like? ______________________________________ (confident / than her sister)

3. What’s she like?  ______________________________________ (quiet / as he is)

4. What are her friends like? ______________________________________ (serious / than she is)

5. What are they like? ______________________________________ (hardworking / in the family)

1. What’s Omar like?  _________________________________. (selfish / than Carly)

2. Who is more shy?  _________________________________.

3. What’s Carly like?  ______________________________. (stubborn / than Omar)

4. Who is more hardworking?  _________________________________.

5. Who is braver? ________________________________________.

Carly
shy
stubborn
brave

Omar
hardworking
outgoing
selfish

Tino is as lazy as me.

He’s more  patient than me.

He is more selfish than Carly AA

PrePre
K K

L L

MM

Walk through each 
homework activity. These 
are very similar to activities 
they did in class. Confirm 
they understand each 
activity. Do examples.

Answer Key:
K.  2. Her classmate is more hardworking than him.  3. They aren’t as funny as the Wangs.  4. My neighbors are the nicest 
people in the neighborhood.  5. His grandson is the most outgoing person in their family.  6. I’m as patient as my wife.
L.  2. She is more confident than her sister.  3. She is as quiet as he is.  4. They are more serious than she is.  5. They are the 
most hardworking in the family.
M.  2. Carly is more shy/shyer than Omar.  3. Carly is more stubborn than Omar.  4. Omar is more hardworking than Carly.  
5. Carly is braver than Omar.
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L3 WHAT HAPPENED? 

Listening Track 04

Steve: Hey, Jane. Did you hear the smoke alarm in our apartment building last night?
Jane: Yes, I did! I was cooking dinner when it went off. Did you see the fire truck, Steve?
Steve:  Yes. I was working out in my living room when I heard the alarm. I looked out the window and saw the fire 
truck outside.
Jane: I looked out the window too, and saw the smoke! Good thing the fire truck got here fast to put out the fire.
Steve: Yes—and good thing the smoke alarm was working!

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:
• Talk about accidents and what they were doing when something happened
• Discuss common safety features in the home

What to bring to class:
• Table tents or name tags for student names 
• Pronunciation Fun to use to supplement the pronunciation section
• The Immigrant Guide to supplement the Culture Tip conversationPrepared activity chart for Activity K
• Prepared BLACK CAT cards for Pronunciation (optional)
• Sentence strips for Grammar Expansion Activity (optional)
• Timeline for Grammar Expansion Activity (optional)

Warm-up:
Greet students. Practice the material from last class by asking a few questions using the grammar and vocabulary. 
Review homework from last lesson.
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3

Repeat after your teacher.

VOCABULARY WORDS & PHRASES

WHAT HAPPENED?

AA

Listening warm-up. Track 04: What did they hear?PrePre

PRONUNCIATION

A

Listen and repeat after your teacher. Practice the BLACK CAT SOUNDS. Circle the 
words with the BLACK CAT sound.

ambulance

carry 

put out a fire catch on fire

arrive fall downgo off             
smoke alarm

fire extinguisher

fire fighter 

police officer

fall catch alarm ambulance police  class sad

Answer Key:

Circle:  ambulance, class, sad

A.
Have students repeat 
each word after you 
multiple times. Use facial 
expressions and body 
language where possible.

Pronunciation
Read instructions. Practice the BLACK CAT sound, and then have students 
circle the words. Tell students that the vowel sounds can appear at the 
beginning or in the middle of a word: cat, apple.
EXPANSION: Use index cards. Prepare sound card for each student showing 
a “black cat” on it. Call out words that fit the sound and words that do not. 
Students should hold up the black cat card when they hear the sound.

Pre
Explore the picture. What 
do you see? Read the Pre 
question, play track, elicit 
answer.
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VOCABULARY

LISTENING

LANGUAGE TOOLS

Read the story below. Number the pictures in the correct order 1–6.

Listen again to Track 04. Check the box of the person that did or was doing each action.

Listen to your teacher and repeat.

C C

DD

BB

QUESTIONS

What happened?

What were you doing
when

the alarm went off?

What was he doing he fell down?

ANSWERS

They were working out

when

the fire truck arrived.

I was cooking it went off. 

He was doing laundry he fell down.

STATEMENTS

When

the alarm went off, I was cooking dinner.

the fire truck arrived, they were working out.

he fell down, he was doing laundry.

Alana was making dinner last night when a fire started in the kitchen. The smoke was getting thicker 

when she called the fire department. The fire fighters arrived and put it out with a fire extinguisher.  

Her neighbors were looking out their windows when the ambulance arrived.  

F

G

E

F

G

E

1

ACTIONS
1. was cooking dinner o Jane o Steve

2. was working out o Jane o Steve

3. saw the fire truck o Jane o Steve

4. saw smoke o Jane o Steve

5. looked out the window o Jane o Steve

P

B.
Before the activity, have 
students look at the pictures. 
Talk about what is happening 
in each picture without 
reading the text. See if they 
can put them in the correct 
order, again without reading 
the text. Then have them read 
the text to check their work.

D.
FOCUS: Sentences with 
two clauses: one with the 
past continuous tense and 
one with the simple past 
tense. The past continuous 
tense describes an action 
or situation that was taking 
place when something 
else happened, and the 
simple past tense describes 
the action or event that 
happened. We use when 
before the simple past part 
of the sentence. Either part 
of the sentence (simple past 
or past continuous) can come 
first, but if the sentence 
begins with “When,” a comma 
is used between the two 
parts. EXPANSION 1: Write 
sentences with two clauses 
using “past continuous” and 
“simple past” on strips of 
paper. Cut the strips into 
pieces and have students 
put them together to form 
sentences. EXPANSION 2: Use 
a timeline to demonstrate 
when events may occur.

Answer Key:

B.  1, 5, 3, 4, 6, 2

C.  2. Steve  3. Steve  4. Jane  5. Jane and Steve

C.
Go over the activity so 
students know what they are 
going to listen for (checking 
boxes). Play track once 
without stopping. Pause to 
check answers in pairs. Play 
track again as many times as 
necessary. Stop if necessary. 
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Answer Key:

E.  2. d  3. b  4. c  5. a

E.  2. heard, was working  3. were calling, arrived  4. was carrying, fell down  5. was going, arrived  6.arrived, were putting 

out  7. was cooking, arrived

G.  2. were watching  3. was making  4. were doing  5. were arriving 
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Circle the correct words.

Complete the conversations. Use the word in parentheses. Practice with a partner. 

Match question to answer.

F

G

E

F

G

E

3

1. I was doing / did the laundry when the alarm was going / went off. 

2. When she was hearing / heard  the alarm, she was working / worked out.

3. They were calling /called the police when the fire truck was arriving / arrived.

4. Jordan was carrying / carried  groceries when he was falling / fell down. 

5. The carbon monoxide detector was going /went off when the fire fighters were arriving / arrived.

6. When the ambulance was arriving / arrived, the fire fighters were putting out / put out  the fire. 

7. I was cooking/cooked dinner when the police officer was arriving / arrived.

1. _____  What was she doing when she fell down?  a. He was talking to his girlfriend. 

2. _____  What were they doing when they heard the alarm? b. I was cooking dinner. 

3. _____  What were you doing when the fire started?  c. We were looking out the window. 

4. _____  What were you and Don doing when the police arrived? d. They were working out.

5. _____  What was he doing when he saw smoke?  e. She was carrying laundry.

1.  Q:  What happened?  

     A:  He _____________________ (carry) groceries when he fell down. 

2.  Q:  What were they doing? 

      A:  They _________________________ (watch) a movie when the alarm went off. 

3.   Q:  What was she doing? 

       A:  She _______________________ (make) dinner when the fire started. 

4.  Q:  What happened?

     A: We _____________________(do) laundry when we heard an ambulance.

5.   Q: What were you and your family doing?

       A:  We ________________________________(arrive) home when we saw the police at the front door. 

e

Was carrying

GRAMMAR PRACTICE

E.
First, have students work 
individually and then 
compare their answers 
in pairs/groups. Finally, 
go through the answers 
together.

F.
Read the instructions. Go 
over answers together. 
NOTE: The simple past 
tense goes in the part of the 
sentence (clause) with the 
word “when” and the past 
continuous tense goes in the 
other part of the sentence 
(supporting clause).

G.
Explain instructions and give 
students time to write the 
answers. Point out how they 
can determine the correct 
tense—Where is the word 
“when” in the sentence? Go 
over answers together.
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REAL LIFE / YOUR LIFE
Read the directions for how to use a fire extinguisher. 
Answer the questions. 

Read the online post and comments. Answer the questions. 

HH

I I

J J

K K

Most fire extinguishers use the P.A.S.S. technique.

 PULL...  Pull the pin. This will also break the tamper seal.

 AIM...  Aim low, pointing the extinguisher nozzle 
  (or its horn or hose) at the base of the fire.

 SQUEEZE...  Squeeze the handle to release the 
  extinguishing agent.

 SWEEP...  Sweep from side to side at the base of 
  the fire until it appears to be out.

WHEN IN DOUBT, EVACUATE IMMEDIATELY.

1

2

3

4

What do you pull?  __________________________________________________________________

Where do you point it? __________________________________________________________________

What do you squeeze? __________________________________________________________________

Where do you sweep? __________________________________________________________________

Do you have a fire extinguisher in your home? ________  Check the expiration date.

1.  What happened when Jon was making dinner?

 ____________________________________________

2.  What was Mary doing?  

____________________________________________

3.  Did anyone get hurt?  

 ____________________________________________

4.  What happened to Randy’s grandpa? 

 ____________________________________________

5.  Did he break any bones? 

 ____________________________________________

H.
Read instructions.
Use body language to 
demonstrate how to pull, 
aim, squeeze, and sweep. 
Discuss why you should have 
a fire extinguisher in your 
house and why it’s important 
to check the expiration date. 
EXPANSION: If your class is in 
a public place, see if there is 
a fire extinguisher so you can 
point out the parts.

I.
Read the instructions.
Explain what is meant by 
“online post.” NOTE: #3 could 
be yes or no. It doesn’t talk 
about whether he got hurt 
or not. It just says no broken 
bones.

Answer Key:

H.  1. the pin  2. the base of the fire  3. the handle  4. side to side at the base of the fire  

I.  1. He heard an ambulance.  2. She was working out.  3. Unknown  4. He fell down the stairs.  5. No, he didn’t.
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Write a story. Use the words below. Share your story with a partner.J J

What were you doing?  Write the activities you were doing at each of the times yesterday. 

YESTERDAY, I WAS WHEN…

At 8:00 a.m.

At 12:00 p.m.

At 5:00 p.m.

At 10:00 p.m.

At 12:00 a.m.

3

K K

CULTURE TIP
All houses and apartments are required by law to have smoke detectors. Many 
states also require carbon monoxide detectors. It’s a good idea to check the 
detector regularly and replace the battery every year or when it beeps. What kinds 
of alarms do you have in your home now?  What did you have in your home in your 
native country?

CONNECT WITH CONVERSATION

Get to know a partner. Talk about:
• what you and they were doing at different times yesterday
• if their fire alarms or carbon monoxide detectors ever went off and what they 

were doing when they went off

A B Cmake dinner
do laundry 
ride bike
work out at gym

fall down
see a fire                             
hear an alarm
smell smoke

call 9-11
put out the fire                           
fix it 
use fire extinguisher

Example:

Last night, I (1)  __________________________ when I _____________________     

I __________________________  and it was okay!    Last night, I (1) __________________________ 

when I (2) ______________________.    I (3)______________________________ and it was okay!

was making dinner smelled smoke.

put out the fire  

eating breakfast 

A

A

B

C

B C

Culture Tip
Read the tip. Expand 
the conversation by 
discussing why smoke 
detectors are required 
by law. Have students 
answer the questions 
aloud. EXPANSION: Point 
out any smoke detectors 
or carbon monoxide 
detectors in your teaching 
environment. Use The 
Immigrant Guide housing 
section to spark more 
conversation.

J.
Read the instructions.
Point out the columns—A, 
B, C, and the letters under 
the blanks. Ask students to 
share their stories.

K.
To prepare, write a chart 
on the board and add your 
info. Read the instructions. 
Show students your 
previously prepared chart. 
Give students time to 
fill in the chart and then 
ask them to share one 
sentence each.

Answer Key:

J.  Answers will vary. 

K.  Answers will vary. 

Conversation
Read instructions and have them use Activity K to 
talk about what they were doing at different times 
yesterday. EXPANSION: Have each student share one 
item about their partner’s home (not their own) with 
the class to practice speaking and listening skills. Be 
sure your students ask you questions too.
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Lesson 3  •  What Happened?HOMEWORK  

Circle the correct word.L L

JOURNAL PROMPT

Write about a fire or accident that you saw on the news. 
What happened? What were people doing?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

A A

PrePre1. While Nano carried / was carrying boxes, he heard /  was hearing the fire alarm. 

2. Ynez  was biking / biked  when she fell down / was falling down.

3. I was going / went out of the building I was seeing / saw smoke. 

4. When the microwave caught / was catching on fire, he was cleaning/ cleaned the house.

5. I cooked / was cooking dinner when the ambulance was arriving / arrived.

Read about Jackie’s afternoon yesterday. Answer the questions. MM
Yesterday afternoon

Yesterday afternoon, Jackie was watching TV when her furnace caught on fire. Her fire alarm went off at 

3:15 p.m.  Smoke was coming out of her window when her neighbor saw the smoke and called 9-1-1.  

Her neighbor was getting a fire extinguisher when the fire truck arrived at around 3:30 p.m.

1. What happened yesterday afternoon?  ___________________________________________________

2. What was Jackie doing when her furnace caught on fire? ____________________________________

3. When did her fire alarm go off?  _________________________________________________________

4. What did her neighbor do?  ____________________________________________________________

5. When did the fire fighters arrive?  _______________________________________________________

Jackie’s furnace caught on fire. 

Answer Key:

L.  2. was biking/fell down  3. was going/saw  4. caught/was cleaning  5. was cooking/arrived

M.  2. Jackie was watching TV when her furnace caught on fire.  3. Her fire alarm went off at 3:15 p.m.  

4. Her neighbor saw the smoke and called 9-1-1.  5. The fire fighters arrived around 3:30 p.m.


