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A

Pre

SCOPE AND SEQUENCE

# Title Grammar Conversation By End of Lesson, You Can:

1 I'm Going On A 
Road Trip

• Review of past, present 
and future

Discuss your preferred climate, 
geography, type of neighborhood
Describe places you’ve lived

• Talk about common geographical areas 
and regions of the US using a variety of 
verb tenses

2
Have You 

Prepared For Your 
Interview?

• Present perfect vs 
simple past

Talk about personal and 
professional accomplishments
Areas for growth

• Talk about job interviews, experience 
and qualifications 
• Talk about things you have done before 
or did at a specific time in the past

3
Retirement 

Seems So Far 
Away

• If clauses with could/
should/would

Describe differences and 
similarities between generations
Discuss plans and preparations for 
retirement

• Talk about planning for retirement and 
common financial activities 

4 The City Has Been 
Working Hard

• Present perfect 
continuous

Give your opinions on taxes and 
other issues in your town, city and 
the US

• Talk about local government initiatives 
and what has been happening in your 
town or city

5

They Won't Get 
Help Unless 

They Know It's a 
Problem

• Unless, even though, 
because

Discuss addictions • Discuss and give your opinion about 
common addictions in the US and your 
native country using unless, even though, 
& because

6 I Wish I'd Tried It

• Past unreal conditional 
vs future with will

Talk about things you want to do, 
never want to do, and things you 
wish you’d done

• Talk about regrets, hopes and dreams 

7 That's Just a 
Stereotype!

• Must vs might for 
certainty and possibility

Discuss stereotypes • Express degrees of certainty using must 
and might
• Talk about prejudices, stereotypes and 
discrimination

8 Review and Progress Check

9 Field Trip

10 I Agree with Free 
Speech

• Agree/disagree with 
gerund or noun

Discuss and give opinions on 
controversial issues

•  Share opinions and agree or disagree 

11
Do You Think I 

Should Take My 
Shoes Off?

• Direct and indirect 
questions

Talk about personal culture and 
what influences it

• Talk about what kinds of things 
influence culture 

12 You Filed a Claim, 
Didn't You?

• Tag questions Talk about kinds of insurance and 
filing claims

• Talk about different kinds of insurance 

13
Since Then, Many 

Things Have 
Changed

• Once, before, until, 
since, for

Talk about important civil rights 
moments in your native country, 
in the US and around the world

• Talk about civil rights milestones in the 
US

14 Breaking a Mirror 
Is Bad Luck

• Gerunds as the subject 
of a sentence and it’s + 
adjective + infinitive

Discuss different superstitions 
around the world

• Talk about and compare beliefs around 
superstitions

15 What an Inspiring 
Story!

• Words with verb, 
adjective and noun 
forms

Talk about things that give you 
inspiration and how you take care 
of yourself

• Talk about inspiration, motivation and 
self-care 

16 Review and Progress Check
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1

Listening warm-up. Track 01: What kind of transportation will they use on their trip?

VOCABULARY WORDS & PHRASES
Repeat after your teacher.

I’M GOING ON A ROAD TRIP 

A

Listen and repeat after your teacher. Write the words in the correct column.

A

PRONUNCIATION

Pre

tropics desert urban

rural suburban coast border hills

forest plains through across road trip

1 syllable 2 syllables 3 syllables

1.______________

2.______________

3.______________

1.______________

2.______________

3.______________

4.______________

5.______________

1.______________

tropics  desert
coast mountain
range through     

border       suburban

across
tropics
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VOCABULARY PRACTICE

LISTENING

LANGUAGE TOOLS

Look at the map of the US.  Label the parts of the map with the words below.

Listen again to Track 01. Circle True or False. 

Listen to your teacher and repeat.

C

D

B

F

G

E

TENSE REVIEW

PRESENT

Where are you and your family living now? We’re living in the suburbs.

Where do you want to go on vacation? We want to go to the West Coast.

Where would you like to go? We’d like to go to the mountains.

PAST
Did you ever live in a rural area? Yes, I lived in a rural town when I was a child.

Where have you visited? I’ve visited many places in the country.

FUTURE Where are you going to go? I’m going to the East Coast.

1.  Karen wants to see some new places.     TRUE  FALSE

2.  Isaac hasn’t been to very many places in the country.  TRUE  FALSE

3.  If Isaac drives west, he’ll go through the plains.   TRUE  FALSE

4.  To get to New York City, Karen needs to drive east.   TRUE  FALSE

5.  Niagara Falls is near Canada.      TRUE  FALSE

plains 

East Coast

West Coast

mountains

northern border

desert

southern border 

tropics
forest

A. ________________________

B. ________________________

C. ________________________

D. ________________________

E. ________________________

F. ________________________

G. ________________________

H. ________________________

I. _________________________

northern border
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GRAMMAR PRACTICE
Circle the correct verb tense.  

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verb in parentheses. 

Write the questions.  Use the words in parentheses. 

F

G

E

1

1. They’ve never been / They’re never been to the East Coast.

2. I’d like / I’m like to visit the Appalachian Mountains. 

3. They went / they go to the tropics last year.

4. Sherry has been / have been to the West Coast.

5. We’re going to visit / We’ve going to visit the desert in Death Valley. 

6. Where are they / would they like to go?

7. I’ve visited / I visited the coast last year. 

8. Has you / Have you ever lived in the suburbs? 

1. We _______________ through the Rocky Mountains last year.  (drive)

2. Have they ever ________________ near the coast? (live)

3. Does she ________________ cold weather? (like)

4. I’ve never __________________ in a rural area. (be)

5.  They’d like to __________________ to the desert in Great Basin. (go)

6.  Ben and Fred __________________ across the plains next summer. (travel)

drove

1.   __________________________________________ No, I haven’t. (live in the tropics)

2.   __________________________________________ She’ll go to the coast next year. (go next year)

3.   __________________________________________ Yes, we did. (live in a rural area when you were young)

4.   __________________________________________ No, they haven’t. (visit the desert)

5.   __________________________________________ Yes, she does. (live near the mountains)

Have you ever lived in the tropics?
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REAL LIFE / YOUR LIFE
Look at the information about the regions of the United States. Answer the questions. Discuss 
with a partner where you live and where you would like to visit. 

I
H

J

CULTURE TIP

Different regions in the US can have different accents, food, music and cultural 
characteristics.  The geography, climate and history of the area often have an 
influence on how those characteristics developed.  Does your native country have 
different regions with different kinds of food, music, languages or other cultural 
characteristics? What about different accents?

Midwest
Major Cities: Minneapolis, Detroit, Chicago, 
St. Louis, Cincinnati

Known for: Agriculture, rural towns, suburbs, 
“middle America”

South
Major Cities: Nashville, Atlanta, New Orleans, Dallas, 
Miami

Known for: Rural areas, agriculture, jazz and country 
music, southern food, warm summer climate, “southern 
hospitality”

Northeast
Major Cities: New York, Boston, Philadelphia

Known for: Urban areas, historical landmarks of early US history, 
businesses, formal dress, cold, snowy winters, coastal areas

West
Major Cities: Las Vegas, Salt Lake City, Denver, San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, Seattle, Portland

Known for: Pacific Ocean, the Rocky Mountains, deserts, 
forests, rivers, rustic/outdoor culture, skiing, hiking, 
camping, casual dress

1.  What US region is Chicago in?  ___________________________________________

2.  What US regions are known for agriculture?  ___________________________________________

3.  What US region is known for outdoor activities?  ___________________________________________

4.  In what US region can you visit Boston?  ___________________________________________

5.  What US region is known for jazz music?  ___________________________________________

6.  What US region is Colorado in?  ___________________________________________

7.  Which region would you like to visit?  ___________________________________________
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Check your favorite in each category. Write some notes about why you chose it.

I Work with a partner.  Guess the city and state that go with each description. Ask your teacher 
for the answers! 

1

J

CONNECT WITH CONVERSATION
Get to know a partner. Talk about: 
• their preferred climate, geography and type of neighborhood and why
• where they would live if they could live anywhere and why
• where they lived in their native country with descriptions
• where they live now with descriptions
• regions in the US you’ve visited and your favorite

Favorite climate:

 � tropical  � warm and dry  � cold and wet other:_______________________

Favorite geography:

 � coast  � mountains  � forest  � hills  � plains  � desert other:_______________________

Favorite kind of neighborhood to live in:

 � urban  � rural  � suburban other:_______________________

Climate: tropical
Geography: coast / beach
Description:  This is an urban city 
and popular vacation spot with 
excellent nightlife, live music, dancing, 
shopping and restaurants.

1.  City __________________________

      State: ________________________

Climate: hot, humid summers/cold snowy 
winters
Geography: plains and hills
Description:  With a population of 215,472, it 
is the most populous city in its Midwest state. 
It is located in a rural area of the country that is 
known for agriculture and food production.

3.  City __________________________

      State: ________________________

Climate: desert
Geography: mountains/plateaus
Description:  This is an urban area 
with a population of about one 
million. It is located near the southern 
US border.   

2.  City __________________________

      State: ________________________

Climate: hot, humid summers/cold and wet 
winters
Geography: coast and rocky bays
Description:  This is one of the oldest cities in 
the US. It is located in the Northeast, near the 
coast, and is known for being the capital of the 
smallest state in the country. 

4.  City __________________________

      State: ________________________

Cities: 
Tucson
Miami 
Providence 
Des Moines

States: 
Iowa
Rhode Island
Florida
Arizona



6     Student Book 5 LEFT

Lesson 1  •  I’m Going On A Road TripHOMEWORK  

Complete the conversation. Write the correct form of the words in parentheses.

Put the words in the correct order to form sentences.

L

K

A

JOURNAL PROMPT
Write about a place that you have visited that you liked.  Why did you like it? 
Would you ever live there? Why or why not?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Pre1.  she / live / Does / in / the / tropics?

________________________________________________________________________

2.  like / would / They / forest. / near / to / live / a 

________________________________________________________________________

3.   to / mountains / you / Are / going / the / this weekend?

________________________________________________________________________

4.  gone / a / road trip. / We’ve / on / never 

________________________________________________________________________

Maria:  Hey, Fatima. I heard from Jose that you (1)__________________ (move) to another city 

next month! 

Fatima:  Yeah, I (2)___________________ (leave) next week. I (3)______________________ (pack) 

all of my things yesterday.

Maria:  Where are you / (4)____________________ (go)? 

Fatima:  I (5)____________________ (live) with my aunt on the East Coast. 

Maria:  Have you ever (6)________________ ( be) to the East Coast before? 

Fatima:  No, I (7)  ___________________ (never / be) there before.  It’ll be a new adventure!

Maria:  Good luck! I’ll miss you, but I’m sure you (8) ________________ (like) it there. 

Fatima:  Thanks, Maria.  I’ll miss you too!

are moving

Does she live in the tropics?
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2

Listening warm-up. Track 02: Has Behruz gone to his interview yet?

VOCABULARY WORDS & PHRASES
Repeat after your teacher.

HAVE YOU PREPARED FOR YOUR INTERVIEW?

A

Listen and repeat after your teacher. Underline the primary stress in each word. 
Circle the SILVER PIN words.

A

PRONUNCIATION

Pre

description skills requirements desired

internship find submit applicant

job opening submit job description internship

 qualified requirements job offer good fit applicant professional

strengths areas for growth challenges



8     Student Book 5 LEFT

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

LISTENING

LANGUAGE TOOLS

Complete the Job Opening advertisement with words from the box. 

Listen again to Track 02. Check the advice that Nissi gives to Behruz. C

B

Listen to your teacher and repeat.  

E

F

D

QUESTIONS ANSWERS

Have you ever looked for an 
internship online?

Yes, I have. I found my last internship online. 
 No, I haven’t.

Has he prepared his resume yet?
Yes, he has. He prepared it last night. 
No, he hasn’t.

Have you worked in this kind of 
position before?

Yes, I have. I worked in the same position at my last company. 
No I haven’t.

G

strengths

good fit

requirements

Applicants

qualified

Opening

Job (1)_______________ at Big Tires Automotive!

We are looking for a (2)____________________ mechanic for our Lead Automotive 

Mechanic position in Firestone. The  (3)_____________________ include the ability 

to inspect, service and give maintenance advice for all types of personal vehicles. 

Your other (4)__________________  should include customer service and excellent 

communication skills. (5) ___________________ for this position should have 

at least two years of experience as a mechanic and availability to work evenings 

and weekends as needed.  If you meet these requirements, this job could be a 

(6)__________________ for you!

 � 1.  look at the job description
 � 2.  dress professionally
 � 3.  memorize his accomplishments
 � 4.  talk about the desired skills 
 � 5.  arrive early
 � 6.  write a thank you note

Opening

We use the present perfect tense to talk about something that has happened at some unspecified time 
in the past. 
Ex: I have worked as a teacher (before). 

We use the simple past to talk about something that happened at a defined time in the past.  We can 
answer a present perfect question with the simple past if the answer refers to a specific time. 
Ex: I worked as a teacher when I was younger.
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GRAMMAR PRACTICE
Circle the correct words.

Complete the conversation. Use the words in parentheses. Practice with a partner.

E

F

2

Write the questions. Use the words in parentheses.G

1.  Glenda  applied / apply  for the job yesterday.

2.  They  haven’t applied / didn’t apply  for a job online before.

3.  He  came in / has come in  for an interview yesterday. 

4.  Have / Did  they made him an offer?

5.  Have / Did  they ask you about your accomplishments at the interview?

6.  We  didn’t think / haven’t thought  he had the requirements for the position.

7.  I  haven’t found / didn’t find  a job opening that I like yet.  

8.  She  hasn’t had / didn’t have  a lot of applicants for the job opening she posted today.

Mr. Brown: So, Ms. Hassan. How (1) ___________________ (you / hear) about our job opening for a 

technician? 

Ms. Hassan:  I (2)_________ (see) the job posted online last week and I knew I wanted to apply. 

Mr. Brown: That’s great.  (3)___________________ (you / ever / work) in a similar position? 

Ms. Hassan:  Yes.  I (4) ________________ (work) as a technician for five years before I left my job to take 

care of my children. 

Mr. Brown:  Yes – you have a lot of experience and are very qualified for this position. 

(5)________________ (Has / Have)  you worked a full-time position before? 

Ms. Hassan:  No, I haven’t, but I am looking forward to working full time now.

Mr. Brown: Wonderful.  We (6) ______________ (not / make) a decision yet.  We’ll call you next week to let 

you know if we can make an employment offer. 

Ms. Hassan:  Okay, thank you, Mr. Brown!

1. __________________________________________Yes, I have.  (ever apply for a job online)

2. __________________________________________No, she didn’t.  (see the internship opening today)

3. __________________________________________Yes, he has. (apply for an internship position before)

4. __________________________________________No, I haven’t. (receive a call from the manager yet)

5. __________________________________________Yes, they did. (call him for an interview yesterday)

6. __________________________________________No, she hasn’t. (accept their offer yet)

did you hear

Have you ever applied for a job online?



10     Student Book 5 LEFT

REAL LIFE / YOUR LIFE
Read the Top Job Interview Tips. Check whether each person followed the recommendations 
or not.  

H
I

J

CULTURE TIP
Many interviewers now look at your online social media presence and profiles.  
Some experts suggest you make your online information professional so that you 
can make a good impression.  Do you have anything on your social media profile 
that could be a problem if a potential employer saw it? In the US, it is normal to 
talk about your accomplishments and strengths at an interview.  Did you do this 
in your native country when you applied for jobs?

1.  Marla drove by the community center the day before her interview for a volunteer 
position so she would know how to get there.  She arrived 15 minutes early for her 
interview the next day.

 � yes  � no

2.  Leo went to a sports game the morning of his job interview.  He didn’t want to be 
late, so he didn’t go home to change his clothes.  He arrived at the interview with a 
baseball hat, jeans and a T-shirt.

 � yes  � no

3.  Rebecca smiled and made eye contact during the interview.  At the end of the 
interview, the hiring manager asked if she had any questions about the company. 
She said that she didn’t have any right now, but she was going to go home and read 
all about the company after the interview.

 � yes  � no

4.  Gerard practiced answering some interview questions with a friend the day 
before his interview.  On the day of the interview, he took some deep breaths before 
going in. He was calm, smiled often and made eye contact when speaking to the 
interviewer.

 � yes  � no
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Read the Employee of the Month certificate and answer the questions about Rita and about 
yourself. 

Write two personal or professional accomplishments. Write one area of growth for you 
(something you would like to improve).

2
I

J

CONNECT WITH CONVERSATION

Get to know a partner. Talk about:
• their personal and professional accomplishments 
• if they’ve ever interviewed for a job, when and what was it like
• both of your strengths
• areas of growth and what they’d like to improve

WHAT ARE RITA’S STRENGTHS? WHAT ARE YOUR STRENGTHS?

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 2  •  Have You Prepared For Your Interview?HOMEWORK  

Circle the correct words to complete the conversation.

Complete the sentences. Write the correct form of the words in parentheses.

L

K

A

JOURNAL PROMPT
Write about a time you or someone you know went to an interview.  
What happened?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

1.  She __________ (go) to a job interview yesterday. 

2.  They  __________ (apply) for a lot of positions. 

3.  He  __________ (not accept) the offer last week. 

4.  Fran and Bernie ___________(work) in the field for many years. 

5.  I ___________(not find) a job that is a good fit yet. 

6.  Where _______ she ____________(work) before? 

7.  What ________ he ___________ (do) at his last job? 

8.  He ________________ (accomplish) a lot during his time at the company. 

Ms. Franco:  So, Ms. Griseldi, How did you hear / have you heard about this position? 

Ms. Griseldi:  I saw / have seen the position online last week.  I think I’d be a great fit!

Ms. Franco:  Have you done / Did you do similar work before?

Ms. Griseldi:  Yes. At my last job, I had / have had the same position.

Ms. Franco:  That’s great.  Did you work / Have you worked full time at your last position? 

Ms. Griseldi:  Yes, I did / have.  

Ms. Franco:  Why have you left / did you leave your last job?

Ms. Griseldi:  I wanted / I’ve wanted to find a job that is a better fit for my qualifications.

Prewent
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3

Listening warm-up. Track 03: Where are they?

RETIREMENT SEEMS SO FAR AWAY

A

Listen and repeat after your teacher. Write the BLACK CAT words in the box.
A

PRONUNCIATION

VOCABULARY WORDS & PHRASES
Repeat after your teacher.

retirement plan Medicare investment pension risky

financial advisor spend money on _____ social security

supplemental income net vs. gross income

Common Expressions: 
live paycheck to paycheck 
live beyond your means
on the side

SOUNDS LIKE BLACK CAT

1._______________________

2._______________________

3._______________________

4._______________________

5._______________________

financial transfer income

advisor plan paycheck

retirement pension that

part Medicare can

Pre

financial
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VOCABULARY PRACTICE

LANGUAGE TOOLS

LISTENING

Complete the crossword puzzle with vocabulary words from this lesson. 

Listen again to Track 03. Circle True or False. 

Listen to your teacher and repeat.  

C
1.  Both people work at the same company.    TRUE  FALSE

2.  Their company has a retirement plan.    TRUE  FALSE

3.  Their company will match 10% of anything they save.  TRUE  FALSE

4. David is saving money this year.     TRUE  FALSE

5.  She thinks it is a good idea to make a budget.   TRUE  FALSE

D

B

F

G

E
ACROSS
2.  In the US, many people receive _________ 

Security when they retire.
6.  Some companies offer a ___________ plan.

DOWN
1.  She doesn’t like that investment. She thinks 

it’s too _____. 
2.  Some people do work on the side to earn 

__________ income.
3.  __________ is a US government program 

that provides health coverage to citizens 
over the age of 65. 

4.  People in the US _______ a lot of money on 
health care. 

5.  Only a few people in the US, such as teachers 
and government workers receive a ________ 
when they retire.

1

2

3

4

5

6

s o c i a l

You could talk to a financial planner if you want some advice.
If you want a safer investment, you shouldn’t get one that’s too risky.
He would save more money if he didn’t have so many expenses.
Sentences with if: These sentences have two parts.
We use should/shouldn’t to give advice.
We use could/couldn’t to express a possibility.
Could/should + base form of verb + if + present tense of verb. 
We use would/wouldn’t to talk about a situation that is not true now.
Would + base form of verb + if + past tense of verb.
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GRAMMAR PRACTICE

Circle the best word to complete the sentences. 

Answer the questions. Practice with a partner.

Match the parts of the sentences. 

F

G

E

3

1.  ____ If she didn’t spend so much on shopping, a. but he couldn’t.  

2.  ____ If they want to make more money, b. they’d use a wire transfer. 

3.  ____ He wanted to save more, c. she’d have more money.

4.  ____ She shouldn’t spend so much money d. if she wants to save more.

5.  ____ If they wanted to send money to their family in Peru, e. if he wants more information. 

6.  ____ He could talk to a financial advisor f.  they could do something on the side.

1.  That investment is too risky.  He  should / would  choose a different kind of investment.

2.  If they want to send money to another country, they  would / could  use a wire transfer.

3.  They  could / should  save more money, but they can’t. They live paycheck to paycheck. 

4.  We  shouldn’t / couldn’t  live beyond our means.  We need to save more!

5.  Rita and Terry  would / should  have more money if they did something on the side.

6.  If they didn’t have supplemental income, they  shouldn’t / wouldn’t  be able to save. 

7.  If we want to know more about retirement options, we  could / would  talk to a financial advisor.

8.  She is almost 65 years old.  Do you think she  would / should  sign up for Medicare?

1.  What should I do to plan for retirement?  _____________________________________________
                                      (make a budget)

2.  Where could they go to get more information?  _____________________________________________
                                 (take a financial class)

3.  What would she do if she retired next year?  _____________________________________________
                         (volunteer in the community)

4.  What could Brenda and Lee do to save more?  _____________________________________________
                  (compare prices at the grocery store)

5.  What kind of investment should he make?  _____________________________________________
                             (one that’s not too risky)

6.  Where would Nora like to retire?  _____________________________________________
                                       (in Guatemala)

You should make a budget.

c
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REAL LIFE / YOUR LIFE
Look at the chart about how people in different countries spend their income. Answer the 
questions and compare with a partner. 

H

Look at the gross and net pay in the pay stub below. Discuss with a partner the difference in 
the gross and net pay amounts. Why is the net pay less?

J

K

I

PERCENT OF INCOME SPENT BY COUNTRY (2013)
Source:  Eurostat (https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat)

Category Spends the Most Spends the Least
Housing & Utilities Japan (25.3%) Russia (10.3%)
Food Russia (30.7%) USA (6.8%)
Transportation Mexico (19%) Saudi Arabia (9.1%)
Recreation Australia (10%) India (1.5%)
Health Care USA (20.9%) Saudi Arabia (1.7%)
Restaurants and Hotels European Union (8.2%) India (2.6%)
Clothing Russia (9.2%) Mexico (3%)
Furniture Saudi Arabia (7.3%) South Korea (3.3%)
Communications Saudi Arabia (6.3%) India (1.1%)
Alcohol & Cigarettes Russia (8.3%) Saudi Arabia (.5%)
Education South Korea (6.7%) Russia (1.1%)

1. Where would you spend the highest percentage
 of your income on food?  ___________________________________________

2. Where would you spend the lowest percentage
 of your income on health care?  ___________________________________________

3. What percentage of their income do Russians
 spend on alcohol and cigarettes?  ___________________________________________

4. Do South Koreans spend more on furniture or
 on education?  ___________________________________________

5. Where would you spend the highest percentage
 of your income on transportation?  ___________________________________________

123 - John J Doe Pay Period 06/16/19 to 06/29/19

Earnings

Hours Rate This Period YTD

Gross Pay

80 12.00

960.00

960.00 4,800.00

4,800.00

Required deductions

Federal Income tax
FICA - Medicare
CO State Income Tax
FICA - Social Security

Other Deductions

Health Insurance
401k
Parking

NET PAY

Your Employer
1234 Main Street
Boulder, CO 80304

Check Number: 005
Pay date: 07/12/19

To the Order of
 John J Doe
 321 Any Road
 Boulder, CO 80304

PAY ***Seven hundred and ninety dollars and 00 cents**********************************************$790.00

VOID AFTER 90 DAYS

Authorized Signature
Employer Signature

52.50
13.92
44.45
59.52

00.00

00.00
00.00

00.00
00.00
00.00

262.50
96.60
222.25
297.60

$3,950.00$790.00
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Look at the chart. Circle your generation and things you would like to do when you retire. 

Check whether you would like to do these things when you retire.

3

J

K

CULTURE TIP
Many people in the US save money for retirement to pay for moving into an 
assisted living facility because they may not be able to take care of themselves 
and live on their own. Assisted living ranges from independent-style living to 
full-time nursing support. The quality of care in assisted living communities can 
be very different. How is this different from your native country?

CONNECT WITH CONVERSATION
Get to know a partner. Talk about:
• things you would or wouldn’t like to do in retirement and why
• differences and/or similarities between you and others in your generation
• what you think you should do to reach your retirement goals

learn a new skill  � definitely  � maybe  � definitely not

remodel my home  � definitely  � maybe  � definitely not

travel to a different country  � definitely  � maybe  � definitely not

help take care of grandchildren  � definitely  � maybe  � definitely not

work  � definitely  � maybe  � definitely not

read  � definitely  � maybe  � definitely not

volunteer  � definitely  � maybe  � definitely not

other: ____________________________  � definitely  � maybe  � definitely not

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

MILLENNIALS:  born between 1981 and 1999 

GENERATION X: born between 1965 and1980

BABY BOOMERS: born between 1946 and 1964

NONE
OF THE
ABOVE

SWITCHING
CAREERS OR

STARTING
A BUSINESS

GETTING
INVOLVED IN
COMMUNITY

WORKING
IN SAME

FIELD

PURSUING
HOBBIES

SPENDING
MORE TIME

WITH FAMILY

TRAVELING

What each generation of Americans is looking forward to most
ANTICIPATING RETIREMENT

SOURCE: TRANSAMERICA CENTER FOR RETIREMENT STUDIES, “THE RETIREMENT READINESS OF THREE UNIQUE GENERATIONS: BABY BOOMERS,
GENERATION X, AND  MILLENNIALS,” APRIL 2014.  
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Lesson 3  •  Retirement Seems So Far AwayHOMEWORK  

Complete the conversation with the best word: could, would or should.

Write the correct word to complete each sentence. 

M

L

A

JOURNAL PROMPT

Do you think it is important for the government to help people when they retire? 
Why or why not?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

1.  I want to learn more about managing my money. Where do you think I ___________ (would / should) go?

2.  What __________________ (could / would) she do to save more money?

3.  They want to learn more about Social Security.  They _____________ (could / would) look at the website. 

4. Where ________________ (could / would) they like to live if they could live anywhere?

5.  I really think Brenda ________________ (should / would) do something on the side to earn supplemental 

income.

6.  We aren’t sure if we ____________________ (would / should) work part time if we were retired.

7.  There are a lot of options. He ____________________ (should / could) open a 401k, a pension plan or 

other type of retirement plan.

Alon:  Hi, Craig. You’re a financial advisor, right? (1) _______________ I ask you a couple questions about 

saving for retirement?

Craig: Sure. What (2)_________________ you like to know?

Alon:  Well, I’m not sure what to do to start saving, and I need some advice. What (3)_______________ I 

do?

Craig:  First of all, you (4)_________________ make a monthly budget.  It’s really important to know how 

much money you are spending each month.

Alon:  Okay. Where (5)__________________ you go to get help making a budget and planning for 

retirement if you needed it?

Craig:  I (6)___________________ check with my local bank or city government to see if they offer free 

financial literacy classes. 

Alon:  Great idea. Do you think I (7)___________________ learn more about Social Security, Medicare and 

pensions, too?

Craig:  Yes, you (8)__________________.  It’s important to know about all the options available to you.

Pre

Could

should




