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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
# Title Grammar Conversation By End of Lesson, You Can:

1
You Can’t Believe 
Everything You 

Read

•  Review of past, 
present and future

Express your opinions on topics 
that affect society and how to find 
reliable information

• Talk about how to check for reliable 
information and the difference between 
facts and opinions

2 He Didn't Look 
Me in the Eye

•  Adjectives vs. 
adverbs

Talk about culture and cultural 
misunderstandings

•  Talk about different aspects of culture 
using adjectives to describe nouns and 
adverbs to describe verbs

3
It Really Bothers 
Me When They 

Do That!

•  Joining complex 
sentences using 
“when”

Discuss pet peeves and behaviors 
you appreciate

•  Talk about situations and behaviors that 
bother you and that you appreciate

4
Would It Be 
Possible to 

Compromise?

•  Making polite 
requests

Talk about different strategies for 
resolving conflicts

•  Talk about different ways to resolve 
conflicts
•  Use polite requests to ask for solutions

5
She Likes the One 

With the Online 
Learning Program

•  Reflexive clauses 
with that
•  Pronouns: the one 
and the ones

Discuss different education options •  Talk about different kinds of education 
options in the US

6 Do You Know if 
It’s Confidential?

•  Direct vs. indirect 
questions

Discuss what kinds of things are 
confidential 

•  Talk about privacy and confidentiality 
•  Use both direct and indirect questions

7 I’m So Proud of 
Myself!

•  Reflexive pronouns Talk about why you are proud of 
yourself, things you have taught 
yourself 

•  Talk about life experiences and  actions 
using reflexive pronouns

8 Review and Progress Check

9 Field Trip

10 I Have Too Much 
on My Plate

•  Too much, too 
many, enough

Discuss how you take care 
of yourself and prioritize 
responsibilities

•  Talk about how you deal with 
responsibility and what you do to take care 
of yourself

11 Can You Get Me 
Some Medicine?

•  Verbs followed by 
direct and indirect 
objects

Talk about what you would do in 
different situations and how you 
feel about assisted living

•  Talk about favors and actions people do 
for others using direct and indirect objects

12
How Long Has He 
Been Playing the 

Guitar?

•  Present perfect 
continuous

Share things you have been doing 
lately and have or haven’t done in 
the past

•  Talk about things you have been doing 
lately or have done at some time in the past

13 I’m a Little Under 
the Weather

•  Articles: the, a, an Discuss common expressions in 
your native country and in the US

•  Use some common US expressions

14

How Are They 
Going to 

Celebrate the 
Birth?

•  Review of past, 
present and future

Share traditions around life events 
such as birth and death

•  Compare customs and traditions relating 
to life events, using a variety of tenses

15
I’ve Been 

Supported by So 
Many People

•  Passive voice Talk about your personal legacy and 
how you want to be remembered

•  Discuss life experiences using the passive 
voice

16 Review and Progress Check

A

Pre
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1

Listening warm-up. Track 01: What was the news story about?

VOCABULARY WORDS & PHRASES
Repeat after your teacher.

YOU CAN’T BELIEVE 
EVERYTHING YOU READ

A

When a word ends with the same sound that the next word begins with, the two 
sounds blend together to make one longer sound. Listen and repeat after your 
teacher.  Draw a line connecting the letters that make one longer sound together. 

A

PRONUNCIATION

1. They’re waiting at the bus stop. 

2. Our town doesn’t have an ideal literacy rate. 

3. That source stopped publishing news last year.

4. It was a good day to go to the park. 

5. A major change isn’t very likely yet. 

6. Her research is very important. 

7. The newspaper is usually an accurate type of news source.

Pre

prove fact biased accurate opinion

hoax source reliable research author

             global warming                  homelessness



2     Student Book 5 RIGHT

F

G

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

LANGUAGE TOOLS

LISTENING

Complete the news article with the words in the box.

Listen again to Track 01. Fill in the bubble with TRUE or FALSE. 

Listen to your teacher and repeat.  

B

C

D

E

facts

source

hoax

author

biased

researching

reliable

1. Dan heard about the news story on the television.    TRUE  FALSE

2. Sandra  thinks the news story is a hoax.     TRUE   FALSE

3. The article says it’s the most important project in modern history. TRUE  FALSE

4. The story is accurate.        TRUE   FALSE

5. Sandra tells Dan to do his own research.     TRUE  FALSE

Present 
Tense

You need to be careful when you read the news. There are some stories that aren’t 
accurate. 

Past 
Tense

The story wasn’t true. It was a hoax. 
They have found many sources of information. 

Future 
Tense

She’s going to write a story about the death penalty.
They don’t think we’ll be able to prove it. 

By Ann Gorman
Ann Gorman is a regular columnist for 
the DC Post. She has been a featured 
(2)__________________ since 2001.

How will you know if the 

news story you’re reading  is a 

(3)_________________?  You can start 

by (4) _____________________ the 

information.  Who wrote the article and 

where did they get their facts?  Does the 

story come from a (5) ________________ 

news organization or is it from a 

website that you’ve never heard of?  

Even national newspapers can be (6) 

_________________— they may have 

a more liberal or conservative point 

of view.  It’s also helpful to look at 

the (7)_______________________ by 

googling the main subject of the story to 

see if there are other sources reporting 

similar information.

Your Guide to Checking the (1) ______________Facts
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GRAMMAR PRACTICE
Complete the sentences.  Use the words in parentheses. Change the verbs to the correct tense. 

Complete the conversation with the correct form of the verb in parentheses. Practice with a 
partner. 

Look at the mistakes in each sentence in red.  Write the corrections on the line. 

F

G

1

1.  She thought the story was true, but it __________ (be) a hoax.

2.  They _______________________________ (look) for a more reliable source tomorrow.

3.  Global warming ____________________________ (be) still a major problem today.

4.  He ________________________ (do) his own research on the problem for more than 10 years.

5.  When they looked at the facts, they ________________________ (not / think) they were true.  

6.  Homelessness ____________________________ (be / not) a problem many years ago, but now it is.  

7.  They don’t know if the story is true.  They ___________________ (find out) tomorrow when they 

      check the sources.

Ruth:  Hi, Vic. I  (1) __________ (hear) on the news this morning that homelessness 

            (2)_________________________(increase) in our city every day.  

Vic:  Yeah. I think it (3)__________________ (be) true. I (4)___________________(see) a lot more people 

         in the city that are looking for work recently, too.

Ruth:  What do you (5)_______________________ ( think) the city should do about it?

Vic:  When I was younger, I (6) ___________ (think) it was a good idea to have shelters for people to live 

in, but now I think the city (7) ___________ (need) to have more programs to help people find work.

Ruth:  Yeah. That’s a good idea.  The news said that the city council (8)__________________ (do) some 

research next month  to find out the cause of the increase in homelessness and make a plan.

Vic:  That’s good! I’m glad they (9) ________________________ (work) on this issue. I’m sure they 

(10)______________________ (make) a good plan.

1.  There is being a lot of opinions about how to increase literacy.  _______________________

2.  I believed the story when I saw it, but then I find out it wasn’t accurate.  _______________________

3.  Last night, the news report about some research on global warming.  _______________________

4.  Do you think they talk about their opinions tomorrow?  _______________________

5.  The author isn’t writing any articles before. This is his first one.  _______________________

6.  They don’t believe the story. They thinks it’s a hoax.  _______________________

7.  We go to do some research this weekend.  _______________________

8.  I don’t think the story was true, so I did my own research.  _______________________

 heard

was

are

E



4     Student Book 5 RIGHT

J

IREAL LIFE / YOUR LIFE
Read about facts and opinions. Read each pair of sentences below and write which one is a 
fact and which is an opinion. Compare with a partner. 

H

CULTURE TIP

In the US and around the world, the term “fake news” has become a popular way to 
describe news stories that are published (often on the internet). Fake news presents 
information that is not entirely accurate, based on opinions instead of facts, or is 
untrue and meant to get more attention. Sometimes people have trouble finding out 
which news stories are accurate and which are fake news. Is fake news a problem in 
your native country? How do you think people can find out if a story is fake news?

1. Homelessness is at the highest rate in two years.   ________________________

    Homelessness is the most difficult problem in our city.   ________________________

2. Research shows that humans are causing global warming.  ________________________

    The best way to fight global warming is to use solar energy.  ________________________

3. City council is voting on a new proposal this Wednesday.  ________________________

    City council is voting on the most important proposal this Wednesday.  ________________________

4. Prescriptions are too expensive.  ________________________

    Prescription prices are increasing.  ________________________

5. We should do more research.  ________________________

    We have been doing a lot of research.  ________________________

• research the author
• find out if it is from a reliable and non-biased source

• check the facts from other sources

 Tips to identify Fake News:

fact
opinion

• Can be proven
• Don’t usually change
• What someone knows

Examples: 
Texting while driving is illegal in 

43 states.

Many people in the US cannot 
pay for health care. 

• Can’t be proven
• Can change
• What someone thinks
• Common words: think, should, 
too, not enough, best, worst

Examples: 
People shouldn’t text and drive.

Health care in the US is too 
expensive.
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Read the opinions below. Check the fact that supports them.J

Read the article about life experience and formal education. Circle FACT or OPINION for each 
of the numbered sentences.

1
I

Get to know a partner. Talk about:
• what they thought about the facts or opinions in Activities I and J
• how they find reliable information
• if they have ever read or shared a “fake news” story and what happened

CONNECT WITH CONVERSATION

With the cost of college education continuing to rise each year, many people are asking themselves 
if earning a degree is really worth the money.  (1)  Life experience is much more important and 
valuable than formal education, and colleges should have more opportunities for students to 
practice their skills.  (2) In a recent Employee Confidence Survey, 70% of participants said that they 
needed special training at their place of employment to correctly do their job.  This training was 
in addition to the education they had received when they completed their formal college degree. 
(3) Additionally, a recent survey of 50,000 employers by the Chronicle of Higher Education showed 
that companies value work experience and internships more than the degree or performance of a 
candidate in their higher education program.  (4) It is our responsibility as a society to make sure 
that colleges are preparing students for real life in the workplace.  Practical opportunities to practice 
real life skills are a critical part of this.

OPINIONS FACTS

1. People shouldn’t worry 
about global warming.

 � 97% of scientists believe that the increase in temperature of the 
earth in recent years is because of human activity.

 � The climate has changed many times in the past.

2. The best solution for 
homelessness is more 
affordable housing.

 � Many people are homeless because they cannot afford to pay rent.
 � Domestic violence is a major cause of homelessness for women.

3. High schools need to prepare 
students better for college.

 � Only 1 in 4 high school students is academically ready for college 
when they graduate.

 � 14% of new teachers in the US resign before completing their first 
year of teaching.

1. FACT  OPINION

2. FACT  OPINION

3. FACT  OPINION

4. FACT  OPINION
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Lesson 1  •  You Can’t Believe Everything You ReadHOMEWORK  

Check if the sentence is a fact or an opinion.

Complete the sentences with the correct tense of the verb in parentheses. 

L

K

JOURNAL PROMPT

Do you think fake news is a problem?  Why or why not?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

1. There has been an increase in homelessness in the city.  � FACT  � OPINION

2. Global warming is the biggest challenge in society right now. � FACT  � OPINION

3. Scientists are researching the cause of global warming.  � FACT  � OPINION

4. You should never get news information from social media.  � FACT  � OPINION

5. The internet is always a reliable source of information.  � FACT  � OPINION

6. There have been stories on the internet that were not accurate. � FACT  � OPINION

1. The story I read online yesterday ____________ (be) accurate.

2. She thinks the news story that she’s reading __________________ (be) a hoax. 

3. I ___________________________ (see) a lot of news about global warming lately. 

4. They _______________________________ (not / write) an article before.  

5. _____________________________________ (they / try) to find more opinions next week?

6. If they want to prove the facts, they ______________________ (need) to do some more research. 



was

A

Pre
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2

Listening warm-up. Track 02: Why did Stuart think his new neighbor doesn’t want to be friends?  

VOCABULARY WORDS & PHRASES
Repeat after your teacher.

HE DIDN’T LOOK ME IN THE EYE

A

Listen and repeat after your teacher. Underline the stressed syllable. Circle the 
SILVER PIN words. 

A

PRONUNCIATION

Pre

quickly directly didn’t independently in

offensively uneasily inappropriately with

independent                   quick                    appropriate                       offensive

body language             behavior               misunderstanding          direct/indirect communication

observe                           come to a conclusion
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E

G

F

H

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

LISTENING

LANGUAGE TOOLS

Write the words from the box in the sentences below. 

Listen again to Track 02. Complete the dialogue with the words you hear. C

B

Listen to your teacher and repeat.    D

If an adjective ends in y, we usually replace the “y” with 
an “i” and “ly” to form an adverb, e.g., angry – angrily, 
happy – happily. Good is an adjective that changes to 
an irregular adverb, well. He’s a good musician. He plays 
piano well.

 TIP:

ADJECTIVES ADVERBS

The service is slow here. 
She’s a very quick worker. 
People here are more direct. 

They serve food slowly here.  
She works very quickly.
People here share opinions more directly.

1.  Helen likes to live alone and do things without help. She’s very 

___________________________.

2.  In the US, communication is more _____________ than in many other countries.  

Many people share their opinions in an open way.

3.  In addition to speaking, _____________________ is a type of communication.

4.  Culture can be very different in different places.  Some things that are 

appropriate in one place can be ____________________ in another place. 

5.  Sometimes people come to incorrect conclusions about what different 

_________________ mean. 

6.  Learning how to interact with people of different cultures can help prevent 

_____________________________. 

Marta: Hey Stuart. Did you meet our new (1) __________________, Wu? He just moved here from China. 

Stuart: Yes, I did.  He’s nice, but I’m not sure if he liked me.  

Marta: Really? Why do you say that?

Stuart: Well, he didn’t look me directly in the (2) ______________________ when I was talking to him.  It 

made me think he didn’t really want to be friends.

Marta: Oh – well, maybe that is common in his culture. I’ve heard that in some Asian and Middle Eastern 

countries, it’s not (3) _____________ for people to look others in the eye if they don’t know them well.

Stuart: Hmm – I never would have thought about that because people in the US are usually more  

(4)__________________. I always look people in the eye when I talk to them. I guess it might be 

different in other cultures. 

Marta : Yeah – (5)________________ language can be very different in other cultures.  Sometimes it’s a 

good idea to observe things closely and learn more before you come to a (6) ____________________.

Stuart: Good point. Thanks, Marta! 

Adjectives like slow, quick and loud describe things, people or places (nouns). Ex: The party is loud.
Adverbs like slowly, quickly, and loudly describe actions (verbs), or how something is done. Ex: People at 

the party are speaking loudly.

offensive

behaviors

misunderstandings

independent

direct

body language

independent

neighbor
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GRAMMAR PRACTICE
Circle the person or thing that the underlined adjective is describing.  

Circle the correct words.  

Circle the action that the underlined adverb is describing.

E

G

F

2

Complete the sentences with the adverb form of the underlined adjective. H

1.  Their classmates are happy.

2.  The ceremony was beautiful.

3.  Shawna’s emails are usually very direct.

4.  The celebration was loud.

5.  Brian’s communication with his coworkers was always appropriate. 

1.  Their classmates were laughing together happily. 

2.  The woman at the ceremony sang beautifully. 

3.  Shawna usually writes very directly.

4.  The people at the celebration were talking loudly. 

5.  Brian always communicates with his colleagues appropriately. 

1. The food at the restaurant was  delicious / deliciously.

2. Liliana does a good job and works very quick / quickly. 

3. I can’t hear you. Can you please talk more  loud / loudly ?

4. Some cultures are less  direct / directly  than others. 

5. The test was  easy / easily.  We didn’t think it was difficult at all.

6. It’s important to learn about other cultures so that you can communicate  appropriate / appropriately. 

7.  This line is so long.  I hope it starts to move more quick / quickly.

1. They were so loud at the party.   They were singing very ______________________.  

2. Her dance was beautiful.  She moved _______________________. 

3. He’s so quiet.  He always sits very ________________________ at his desk.

4. They aren’t very careful. They don’t drive _____________________.

5. Elena is very respectful. She talks to people ___________________.

6. Their behavior was inappropriate. They behaved ______________________. 

7. Mark is very independent. He works _________________.

loudly
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J

K

L

REAL LIFE / YOUR LIFE
Read the short article and look at the statements below. In each pair, one is an observation
and the other is a conclusion about what it means.   Write an “O” next to the one you think is 
an observation and a “C” next to the one you think is a conclusion. Compare with a partner.

I

CULTURE TIP
In the US, many children leave home to live on their own soon after they graduate 
from high school. Why do you think they do this? What do you think it means? 
Is this the same in your native country? What are some different conclusions 
someone could have about this?

1. _____   Yuri is speaking loudly. _____ Yuri is angry and doesn’t like me.

2. _____   They don’t have very strong opinions. _____ They don’t often share their opinions 
openly.

3. _____   John doesn’t like us. _____ John said he was going to come to the 
party, but he didn’t come.

4. _____   She stands very close to me when she 
speaks.

_____ She wants me to feel uncomfortable.

BEHAVIOR POSSIBLE CONCLUSIONS ABOUT WHAT IT MEANS

Nora is late for a meeting.
• She doesn’t care about her job.
• She cares about her job, but has too many responsibilities right now.
• She thinks it’s okay to arrive late to meetings.

Hiro doesn’t look his 
coworkers in the eyes.

• He is shy.
• He has a secret.
• He is trying to show respect. 

o c

         Oops, I Misunderstood
Misunderstandings are common when people of 
different cultures interact. Misunderstandings can 
happen when we come to an incorrect conclusion 
about what a behavior that we observe really means. 
Two people can observe the same behavior but come 
to very different conclusions about what it means. 
Conclusions can also change depending on the 
amount of information you have about the person, 
their culture and their current situation. When 
interacting with someone of a different culture, it can 
be helpful to try to talk about the behaviors that you 
observe and ask questions instead of immediately 
coming to conclusions about what the behavior 
means.
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Write possible conclusions for the behavior. Compare with a partner.J

Look at the list of things that can be a part of someone’s culture. Circle the three things that 
have been the most important for defining your personal culture. Discuss with a partner. 

Check whether you agree or disagree with the statements below.

2

K

L

BEHAVIOR POSSIBLE CONCLUSIONS

My friends ask me to 
take my shoes off at 
their house. 

CONNECT WITH CONVERSATION
Get to know a partner. Talk about:
• whether they agree or disagree with the statements in the Activity L and why
• if they have ever experienced a cultural misunderstanding in the US and what 

happened
• things you circled in Activity K and how they define you culturally

my native country the color of my skin my native language the food I eat

the music I listen to my age my gender number of children

my personality my religion where I live other: _____________

Interrupting someone when they are speaking is rude.  � agree  � disagree  � not sure

Small talk is important.  � agree  � disagree  � not sure

It is okay to yell at work if you have a strong opinion.  � agree  � disagree  � not sure

It is important to listen quietly when someone is speaking to 
you.

 � agree  � disagree  � not sure

It is best to always tell people directly when you are not 
happy about something.

 � agree  � disagree  � not sure

It is inappropriate to arrive more than 30 minutes late to a 
social event.

 � agree  � disagree  � not sure

Children should live with their parents until they get married.  � agree  � disagree  � not sure

A son or daughter should always allow their parents to live 
with them when they get older.

 � agree  � disagree  � not sure
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A

Pre

Lesson 2  •  He Didn’t Look Me in the EyeHOMEWORK  

Complete the sentences with the adjective form of the underlined word.

Complete the sentences with the adverb form of the underlined word.

Circle the word that the underlined adjective or adverb is describing.  

N

M

O

JOURNAL PROMPT
Write about something that people in your native country do differently than 
people in the US. Why do they do it that way? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

1. Body language can be more expressive in some cultures. 

2. Brian speaks very directly. 

3. John is more independent than his brother. 

4. Melinda is speaking too loudly!

5. We are late for the meeting.  We need to walk quickly. 

6. I don’t know why they’re upset.  I didn’t think John’s behavior was offensive at all!

1. Lana was very ____________________ when she painted the wall. She painted it carefully. 

2. Bruce needs to be ______________________.  He should behave more appropriately.

3. They are so ________________________.  They do everything very independently.

4.He isn’t very ___________________________.  He doesn’t talk very loudly.

1. The homework was easy.  She did it  _____________________.

2. Deanna and I are quicker than our colleagues.  We work more ____________________. 

3. You like to say things in a more indirect way.  You say things more _____________________ than I do.

4. Susan is very direct.  She communicates very __________________________. 

careful

easily
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3

Listening warm-up. Track 03:  What is Ian’s pet peeve?

VOCABULARY WORDS & PHRASES
Repeat after your teacher.

IT REALLY BOTHERS ME WHEN 
THEY DO THAT!

A

Pre

Repeat after your teacher. Circle the stressed words in each sentence.
A

PRONUNCIATION

1. I can’t stand it when people whine. 

2. Public displays of affection drive her crazy.

3. It really bothers him when people fidget. 

4. They love it when people show up on time. 

5. I don’t mind it when my teacher corrects me.

bother          pet peeve               fidget                 pushy              complain               uncomfortable

Phrasal verbs:   pick up after (someone), put (something) away, show up

Expressions:  drive (someone) crazy,  can’t stand (something), public displays of affection (PDA)
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F

G

E
VOCABULARY PRACTICE

LISTENING

LANGUAGE TOOLS

Match the sentences to the pictures. 

Listen again to Track 03. Check the statements that are TRUE.  

Listen to your teacher and repeat.

C

D

B

STATEMENTS

It bothers me 
It makes me happy 

when he complains.
when my kids put their things away.

I don’t mind it 
She doesn’t like it
I love it 

when people fidget. 
when her brother is pushy.
when my friends arrive on time. 

We can join two sentences by adding when. 
In these sentences, Part 1 is how we feel. Part 2 (after when) explains the situation that causes the 

feelings. 
Part 1: (It bothers me) + when + Part 2 (he complains). 
  (I don’t like it) + when  + Part 2 (they are pushy).

1. ____ It really bothers me when my little brother 
complains. 

2. ____ They appreciate it when their kids put their 
phones away at the dinner table.

3. ____ It drives me crazy when people don’t pick up 
after their pets.

4. ____ It bothers them when the salesperson is 
pushy. 

5. ____ Brenda can’t stand it when her classmates 
fidget. 

6. ____ Public displays of affection make him 
uncomfortable.

 � 1. Ian and Beth are at a public place.

 � 3. Ian is uncomfortable.

 � 5. Both Ian and Beth have pet peeves.

 � 2. Public displays of affection bother Beth. 

 � 4. It annoys Ian when people fidget. 

 � 6. Fidgeting makes Beth nervous.

e



a

c

e

b

d

f
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GRAMMAR PRACTICE

Complete the sentences.  Use the words in parentheses and add it.

Join the sentences using when.  

Match the parts of the sentences. 

F

G

E

3

1. _____  It drives them crazy a.  it when salespeople are pushy. 

2. _____ It bothers b.  do their homework. 

3. _____ He doesn’t like  c.   teacher corrects me.

4. _____ We appreciate it when d.  her when people don’t pick up after their pets. 

5. _____ I like it when my e.  when their coworker fidgets.

6. _____ They love it when their kids f.   our friends show up on time.

1._______________________________________ (we / not like) when people are late.  

2._______________________________________ (bother / me)  when my friends complain.  

3._______________________________________ (annoy / them) when people kiss in public. 

4._______________________________________ (I / not mind) when my colleagues fidget. 

5._______________________________________ (they / can’t stand)  when their kids are noisy. 

6._______________________________________ (we / love) when the weather is sunny.

7._______________________________________ (make / me / happy) when I can practice my English. 

8._______________________________________ (make / me / uncomfortable) when people use their   

                                                                                               phone at the dinner table.

1. Her friends complain a lot.  It bothers her. 

__________________________________________________________________________________.

2. Their classmates fidget.  They can’t stand it. 

___________________________________________________________________________________.

3. His family arrives late.  He doesn’t mind it. 

___________________________________________________________________________________.

4. Our kids don’t put their toys away. It drives us crazy. 

___________________________________________________________________________________.

5. My sister helps me with my homework.  I appreciate it. 

___________________________________________________________________________________.

e

We don’t like it

It bothers her when her friends complain a lot.
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I

J

COMMON PET PEEVES

BEHAVIORS HOW MUCH IT BOTHERS ME

when someone chews with their 
mouth open  � it drives me crazy  � it bothers me a little  � I don’t mind it

when someone uses my things 
without asking  � it drives me crazy  � it bothers me a little  � I don’t mind it

PDA  � it drives me crazy  � it bothers me a little  � I don’t mind it

when someone doesn’t answer 
my text messages or emails  � it drives me crazy  � it bothers me a little  � I don’t mind it

when someone talks during a 
movie  � it drives me crazy  � it bothers me a little  � I don’t mind it

when someone wears a lot of 
perfume or cologne  � it drives me crazy  � it bothers me a little  � I don’t mind it

when a pushy salesperson comes 
to my house to try to sell me 
something

 � it drives me crazy  � it bothers me a little  � I don’t mind it

when people use their phone 
when they are with friends  � it drives me crazy  � it bothers me a little  � I don’t mind it

when people text and drive  � it drives me crazy  � it bothers me a little  � I don’t mind it

REAL LIFE / YOUR LIFE
Check your answers in the survey below about common pet peeves. Answer the questions 
and compare with a partner.

H

CULTURE TIP

Some behaviors don’t only bother people, they can also be illegal.  For example, 
texting and driving is illegal is most states in the US.  In some places, selling 
things by going to people’s homes (soliciting) can also be illegal.  What behaviors 
in your native country do you think are annoying, illegal or both?

1.  Which of these behaviors bothers you the most? __________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Which of these behaviors bothers you the least? ___________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Do you like to do any of these things? ___________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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The Random Acts of Kindness Foundation is an organization that believes all people can 
connect through kind acts.  Look at the random acts of kindness list below.  With a partner, 
think of one of the acts that you would like to do and take turns asking each other questions 
to guess which one it is. 

Circle your three favorite random acts of kindness above.  Write one of your own ideas for a 
random act of kindness. Discuss with a partner. 

3
I

J

CONNECT WITH CONVERSATION
Get to know a partner. Talk about:
• their biggest pet peeves
• if they or someone in their family has a pet peeve that doesn’t bother 

other people
• if they have ever done or received a random act of kindness
• other ideas they have for random acts of kindness

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

• Tell someone something you appreciate about them.

• Buy a coffee for the person behind you in line at the coffee shop.

• Give vegetables or fruit from your garden to your neighbor.

• Go for a 30-minute walk and pick up all the trash you see. 

• Recycle leftover newspapers in your home.

• Buy a meal for someone that is homeless. 

• Leave a server a tip of more than 20% at a restaurant.

• Ask someone older than 80 to tell you about their life.

• Donate your old clothes to someone that needs them.

• Tell someone a funny joke.

• Cook a meal for a friend. 

• Visit someone in the hospital.

• Smile at someone  you don’t know.

• Let someone go in front of you in line at the supermarket.

EXAMPLE:
Partner A:  Is it something you can do alone?       Partner B:  No. 
Partner A:  Is it something that costs money?       Partner B:  No.
Partner A:  Is it telling someone a funny joke?  Partner B:  Yes!
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A

Pre

Lesson 3  •  It Really Bothers Me When They Do That!HOMEWORK  

Join the sentences using when.

Complete the sentences. Use the words in parentheses and add it.

L

K
1. ________________________________ (I / not / like) when people use their phones while driving.

2. ________________________________ (make / her / nervous) when her friends don’t answer her texts. 

3. ________________________________ (make / her / happy) when friends help her with homework. 

4. ________________________________ (we / can’t / stand it) when people talk loudly in public. 

5. ________________________________ (bother / you) when salespeople are pushy?

JOURNAL PROMPT

Write about something that bothers you or something you appreciate.

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

I don’t like it

It drives them crazy when people don’t pick up after their pets.

1. It drives them crazy.  People don’t pick up after their pets.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

2. She loves it.  People smile at her. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

3. They appreciate it. Their teacher corrects them.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4. He doesn’t like it.  Salespeople are pushy.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

5. It drives me crazy. People text and drive.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________




